Vol. 20 -NO. 2

FAIRLY DUMB THINGS |
DID IN VIETNAM - II
By Charles W. Abbey

Solo hikes into the isolated forests
and thickets of South Vietnam
were generally thought to be a poor
idea during the war, even in the latter
years when US forces ruled. Most US
soldiers sought the company of other
US soldiers, indeed large groups of
such soldiers, when campaigning in
arcas frequented by the enemy. This
was considered prudent and wise.
However, there were some fearless
souls who chose not to heed the con-
siderable advice to travel in well-
armed groups. Some of those souls
met with calamity; others did not.

Intelligence reports
during June 1970
were being received
by the Blackhorse S-2
shop in Quan Loi
from various sources
suggesting that ele-
phants were being
used by the NVA to transport equip-
ment and supplies in the vicinity of the
border areas known as the “Fishhook™.
This information was really nothing

This situation
suddenly had
all the mark-
ings of disas-
ter inscribed

all over it.

Please turn to DUMB on page 5
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LTG Thomas M. Montgomery to
Address 11th ACVVC at Reunion

B Former Commander of H Company in Vietnam

TG, USA, (Ret)
homas “Tom”
Montgomery has accepted
our invitation to address
the members of the 11th
ACVVC at the XX
Anniversary ~ Reunion
Banquet on Saturday 6
August 2005 at the Sheraton Hotel in
Colorado Springs, CO. We are honored to
have the opportunity to hear from General
Montgomery who commanded H Company,
2nd Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry
Regiment during his tour in Vietnam (’68-
’69). Then a Captain, General Montgomery,
was awarded the Silver Star and a Bronze
Star with “V” device for his actions while
leading Troopers in battle against the Viet
Cong (VC) and North Vietnamese Army
(NVA).

General Montgomery retired from active
duty in December 1997 after more than 34
years of proud service to his country. Prior
to his retirement, he was the 20th officer to
serve as United States Military
Representative to the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) Military Committee,

His service in Somalia came during the
time of fierce fighting against the
insurgent Warlords in that country
which many will remember as por-
trayed in the book and movie titled
“Blackhawk Down.”

Brussels, Belgium. As the USMILREP for
three years, he was the permanent represen-
tative of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff on NATO’s highest military body dur-
ing a defining period of change and chal-
lenge for the North Atlantic Alliance in the
wake of the Cold War.

Born in Indianapolis, IN, he was com-
missioned a Second Lieutenant of Armor
and earned a BA Degree in Slavic
Languages and Literature (Russian) form
Indiana University in 1963. He also holds a
Master of Arts Degree in Management form
Central Michigan University and is a mem-
ber of the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology’s Seminar 21, attended the
Center for Creative Leadership Program,

Please turn to MONTGOMERY on page 4
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From The Gommand Track

ith the 2nd
Quarter issue
| Thunder Run, sum-
| mer is just around
| the corner and many
1 of you are making
o8 plans for your sum-
mer vacations.
Colorado Springs,
CO will be the desti-

nation of choice

this year as the

11thACVVC will
assemble to celebrate the 20th Annual
Reunion of this great organization. The
reunion hotel is just about totally booked
but we do have two “overflow hotels”
within a 5-7 minute walk form the reunion
site. A full slate of activities is planned and
more information can be found throughout
this issue of Thunder Run. In addition to
making hotel and travel arrangements,
don’t forget to register for the Reunion. A
registration blank is in this newsletter, and
you can also register on line at
www.11thcavnam.com. If you have not
yet visited our web site, I strongly recom-
mend that you do so. It is an outstanding
site for a veteran’s organization of our size,
and is the best place to get information on
what is happening in the 11thACVVC and
the Regiment.

Chuck Schmidt, President
11th ACWC

All of you know by now that most of
the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment is
deployed to Iraq. Unfortunately, our
“Blackhorse” Regiment has experienced
its first causalities of this war as two
Troopers have died from injuries suffered
in a watch tower fire on 6 April 25, 2005 in
Mahmudiyah, Iraq. PFC Casey M. LaWare
died in the Landstuhl Regional Medical
Center in Landstuhl, Germany on 9 April
and CPL Tyler J. Dickens passed away at
Brooke Army Medical Center in San
Antonio, TX on 12 April. Both Troopers
were assigned to HHT, 2nd Squadron,
11thACR. The 1st Squadron, 221st
Armored Cavalry from the Nevada Army
National Guard, which is the Roundout
Squadron of the Regiment, is performing
the mission at the National Training Center
at Fort Irwin, CA while the active duty
Regiment is deployed. All of our currently

By Chuck Schmidt, President ‘g OI0I0;

The Blackhorse Association (BHA) is planning a gala
“Welcome Home” party for the Regiment after their
return early next year. We all know how important it is to

make our Troopers feel proud of their service and sacri-
fices...All 11th ACR Vietnam Veterans are invited to the
party, and this may serve as a long delayed celebration and

recognitions of our service as well.

serving soldiers deserve our undivided
support, whether overseas or serving in the
United States, and we of the 11thACVVC
have a special place in our hearts for those
who wear the “Blackhorse” patch.

The Quartermaster has a couple of new
items for sale. A “coaches” type jacket
with crossed sabers looks great, and a new
gear bag is also in the inventory. Rod and
Elida George continue to offer great serv-
ice to the 11thACVVC through their dedi-
cated service of providing collectible
memorabilia for all our members and their
families. Thanks, guys. The QM Store will
be fully stocked and operational for your
convenience at the XX Reunion in
Colorado. So, save the cost of shipping,
and come to the store at the Reunion to get
all those gift items.

Allen Hathaway has finally completed
the arduous task of verifying all of our
KIA’s and we are now 99.99% sure that we
have identified all that died serving with us
in Vietnam and Cambodia. The last task
prior to redoing our monument at Fort
Knox will be to verify the Troop assign-
ment of each KIA at the time of his death.
We almost have that task completed with
the exception of a small number that still
need to be confirmed. We ask that each
reader check the list to see if you can help
us out. Once this is done, we will begin to
list all KIA’s by Squadron, Troop, and date
of casualty. Thanks, Allen, for all the hours
of dedicated research that has gone into
this project.

During the Business Meeting on
Saturday at the Reunion, we will be hold-
ing elections for Officers and Directors.
This year the positions of President, Vice-
President, Secretary, and Treasurer will be

filled for two-year terms beginning on 1
January 2006 through 31 December 2008.
In addition, one three-year Director’s posi-
tion will be filled. If any member would
like to run for these positions, the proce-
dures are outlined in the By-Laws and in a
short article by our Secretary in the last
issue of Thunder Run which is reprinted
this Quarter.

The Blackhorse Association (BHA) is
planning a gala “Welcome Home” party
for the Regiment after their return early
next year. We all know how important it is
to make our Troopers feel proud of their
service and sacrifices and the 11thACVVC
plans to be a big part of this celebration at
Fort Irwin, CA. More details will be forth-
coming in future issues. Gene Johnson is
the liaison between us, the BHA, Fort
Irwin, and the Regiment. All 11th ACR
Vietnam Veterans are invited to the party,
and this may serve as a long delayed cele-
bration and recognitions of our service as
well. We surely do not want current 11th
ACR Troopers to experience the neglect
many of us did upon our return from com-
bat. It is time to make things right with a
sincere “Thanks”, and “Welcome Home™!!

I want to thank all 11thACVVC
Members for making our group of Vietnam
Veterans the best around. Thanks for your
support of all our important programs:
Reunions, Scholarships, Memorials,
Regimental activities, and just plain old
good camaraderie! We have a great staff of
volunteers that make all these activities
work and it takes their support for this
organization to function. And, finally,
whenever you see a Soldier, Sailor, Airman
or Marine in uniform—-walk up to him or
her, extend your hand and give them a
hearty “Thank You for Serving”!
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(843)-280-4506.
Thank you

Steve Page Reunion Committee Chairman

WANTED A FEW GOOD MEN AND WOMEN |

We are in need of Reunion sites for 2007 and beyond. The site for 2007 will be voted
on at our 2005 Reunion in Colorado Springs. Anyone interested in taking on the local
chairmanship of a reunion should be working on a proposal now. Reunion Proposal
The Reunion Proposal Form can be copied off the 11th ACVVC Website
(www. I1thcavnam.com) or by contacting Steve Page: stephen.r.page(@verizon.net, or
by mail: Steve Page 5400 Little River Neck Road, North Myrtle Beach, SC 29582 Tel

Reunion XXI
Kansas City 2006

Reunion 2006 Kansas City, MO,
Sept 21 thru 24, 2006. At The Hyatt
Regency Crown Center. Room rates
will be $89.00 pp s/o-d/o. More infor-
mation to follow.

Steve Page Local Chairman H

Thunder Run
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Nl May 1, 1970, the
\_:_ morning we
B crossed the border into
Cambodia (more or less legally this
time) was scary, even terrifying at first.
But we were soon too busy to be scared.
We knew the NVA was expecting us
because we had moved up on the border
the night before and it is hard to sneak
up on anybody with an Armored Cavalry
Regiment. Sure enough, about a “K”
inside the border, they hit us and the
fight was on for the rest of the day. [ am
told the first attacks were a delaying tac-
tic on their part, but a firefight is a fire-
fight and we did not know we were sup-
posed to be delayed, so we pushed on.

I could not see the big picture then, all
I could see was that we had H Company
pushing and I could see G Troop on our
right flank, everyone was pretty much
catching hell. Toward the end of the first
day, late in the afternoon, we ran head on
into bunkers and defensive positions of at
least battalion strength and the fight got
heaver, after about an hour, they broke
off leaving their positions and many of
their dead and wounded. We secured the
area and moved on.

The morning of the second day, we
moved out again, with sporadic, some-
times heavy contact, clearing bunkers,
lots of supply cachets, and NVA fighting
positions. Early in the afternoon of the
second day, orders came to move to
Snoul and clear and secure the city. We
were given about 48 hours to make it
happen.

H Company moved over to the main
highway, an honest to God blacktop road
and moved toward Snoul — fast! This was
probably the most fun I had in Vietnam, a
tank company full out on the road mov-
ing to the objective! It was like some-
thing out of a World War II movie with
Third Army’s tanks moving toward
Berlin! To add to the myth, there was
even a French style villa and pineapple
plantation complete with a Frenchman
welcoming the “great American libera-
tors” with a gift of fresh pineapple. Being
an cast Tennessee country boy, I had not
had much experience with fresh pineap-

J7=y) Lditor’s Gorner

C. E. “Bill” Gregory, Jr.

0ld friends are looking for you and new
friends are eager to meet you. | am
hoping to see some of the hest friends
I have ever had, and enjoy the
Colorado Springs area.

ple up until then, but I quickly developed
a taste for it and still like it. We cleared
the plantation as well as we could and left
it for the elements coming up behind us
to search more thoroughly and secure.
We were back on the road to Snoul, a fast
ride, an entertaining Frenchman and a
pineapple. Those were the fun things, but
the fun part was over — and I mean really
over. That is another story for another
day. I tell this story here to remind all of
us that even in the darkest of times there
can be pleasant, even humorous memo-
ries, and though they do not cancel out
the bad, they can help us keep them in
perspective.

The second quarter of every year is
always a challenge for Thunder Run, it is
the last issue before the annual reunion
and we want to be sure to have all the
necessary information members need to
plan trips to the reunion. That alone is
sometimes difficult; but this year we also
wanted to give you as current informa-
tion as possible on the Regiments’ activi-
ties in Iraq. As you will see, those sub-
jects occupy most of this issue. We have
also included some articles we thought
you would enjoy.

I won’t say much here about the
reunion, just that I hope you can make it.
We again have a distinguished guest
speaker in General Montgomery, who
commanded H Company during his 1968
— 1969 tour in Vietnam. Old friends are
looking for you and new friends are eager
to meet you. I am hoping to see some of
the best friends I have ever had, and
enjoy the Colorado Springs area. The
area has a lot of things to do and see, but
the main attraction for me may well be
that it is 10 to 15 degrees cooler than it is
in Tennessee!

ALLONS!

MONTGOMERY from page 1

and Harvard’s Program for Senior Managers
in Government. In addition, his military
education includes completion of the Armor
School, United States Armed Forces Staff
College, the Army War College, and the
Capstone Course (for Joint Flag Officers).

In addition to his last assignment as
USMILREP, NATO, General Montgomery
held a wide variety of important command,
staff, and management positions during his
distinguished military career. Key positions
included Commander of US Forces in
Somalia and (concurrently) Deputy
Commander, United Nations Forces,
Somalia (UNOSOM II) from 9 March 1993
to 28 March 1994. He was also
Commander, Joint Task Force, Somalia,
during the final four months in Somalia. His
service in Somalia came during the time of
fierce fighting against the insurgent
Warlords in that country which many will
remember as portrayed in the book and
movie titled “Blackhawk Down”.

Other previous key positions included
Director of Management, Office of the Chief
of Staff for Operations and Plans, US Army;
Assistant Division Commander, 8th Infantry
Division, US Army Europe; Commander,
2nd Battalion, 34th Armor, 4th Infantry
Division (Mechanized) Fort Carson, CO. In
addition to the tour in Vietnam already men-
tioned, General Montgomery completed a
second tour as a staff officer in the 23rd
Infantry Division (Americal), and at
Headquarters, US Army, Vietnam.

He has received numerous military
awards in addition to the awards for valor
previously mentioned. These include the
Defense Distinguished Service Medal
(w/two oak leaf clusters), the Army
Distinguished Service Medal, Bronze Star
w/oak leaf clusters for achievement; the Air
Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal
(w/two oak leaf clusters), the ARCOM, the
UN Medal, the Knight Commander’s Cross
of the Order of Merit of the Federal
Republic of Germany, and the Honor Cross
in Silver of the German Armed Forces.

General Montgomery is currently a
Senior Fellow at the Joint Forces Staff
College in Norfolk, VA and an associate of
the Center for Civil-Military Relations at the
Naval Post Graduate School in Monterey,
CA. He currently lives in Colorado Springs,
CO.
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DUMB from page 1

new, but it caught the attention and the
imagination of the, then, Regimental S-
2. He wished, and indeed longed, to see
one of these “commie pachyderms” up
close for himself — maybe even capture
one! And it came to pass one day that a
small herd of elephants was spotted by
Thunderhorse Air Cavalry Troop Aero-
scouts and at least one beast had been
wounded or killed.

“Hot dog! This is great! Whoopee!
Let’s go!” said the S-2; a very go-get-
tum kind of guy. Not having his own air-
craft to call upon, he turned to the
Regimental Aviation Officer, Me, for
transportation to the report site. Fully
assured that this would be a quick flight,
low pass, no-sweat mission, he con-
vinced me to take him to the downed
beast in a Regimental helicopter, and so
we did. We reconned the area from
above until we identified the dead crea-
ture. Its big, gray hulk of a body was
down in a thicket of bamboo, which
appeared to be accessible from several
nearby tall-grassy areas large enough to
land a helicopter. “Take me down” he
begged, “This will be a piece of cake! I
have to see if the beast has any ‘pack’
marks”!

Repressing several of my judgmental
reservations about this mission, we
landed. Our S-2 immediately jumped
out of the aircraft, and darted into the
bamboo, and was gone in a thrice. Now
it began to slowly dawn upon me that I
was alone, on the ground, in a noisy hel-
icopter, without a door gunner, lacking
radio contact, in possible enemy territo-
ry, committed to wait for an undeter-
mined length of time for another lone
soldier who had no compass and was
beating the bush looking for a stupid
elephant! Bummer! This situation sud-
denly had all the markings of disaster

Newsletter Deadlines

inscribed all over it. True, we had the
element of surprise on our side; the
enemy, if present, could not have the
slightest idea of what we were doing. |
reasoned that an enemy surely would
not do anything rash, at least foe a little
while, until he figured this out. I com-
menced to sweat. Courses of action
seemed few: Taking off to orbit the area
would be too noisy and might draw
unwanted attention to us and I might
lose tack of the S-2. Waiting on the
ground much longer might get us both
killed. More sweat! Suddenly in answer
to my prayers, he popped out of the
bush and ran up to the aircraft. “I could-
n’t find it! I’'m going back for another
look!” says he.

Over my dead body! Get in the air-
plane! Now!” say I, quite forcefully.
Fortunately for us, he did, without argu-
ment and we departed the area. “Next
time you want to get chummy with ele-
phants, call up the Aerorifle platoon” I
tactfully muttered as we returned to the
Regimental area at Quan Loi.

Charles Abbey served with the
Regiment as Aviation Section Leader,
2/11 (Battle 17), from 1966 to 1967.
Then as Air Cavalry Troop Commander
(Thunder Horse 6) from 1969 to 1970,
he finished his tour in 1970 as the
Regimental Aviation Staff Officer.
Charles is a frequent contributor to
Thunder Run.

A Glance at Your Assets and Liabilities

By: Ollie Pickral, Treasurer

s you know from your own personal

finances, accurate accounting for
your assets and liabilities is necessary for
you to meet your monthly expenses. If
your assets and liabilities aren’t adminis-
tered properly and accurately, you’ll be
hounded by creditors and banks and ulti-
mately the IRS.

The same goes for your organization.
By all accounts, 11 ACVVC is a business
just like any other business operating in
this country. We are required to complete
tax forms (IRS form 990) each year to the
Internal Revenue Service. To meet IRS
requirements, we must have accurate
records showing monies we had coming in
and those monies going out.

In the past, the Treasurer was required
to keep these records and transactions and
he completed the form 990 and headed an
“auditing committee”. Not only was this a
tough and time consuming task for the
Treasurer, our officers and directors felt
that having an audit should be from pro-
fessionals in that field.

We are blessed to have two members of
11 ACVVC who are CPAs that have vol-
unteered to complete our annual submis-
sion of IRS form 990 and to audit our
records.

¢ Dennis Freeman, E.A, is a Life member
and a professional tax consultant who will
be doing our annual submittal of IRS form
990. Dennis served with G Troop and
HHT 2/11 in 1970-71.

* Bill Suhre, Esq., CPA is a professional
auditor and tax lawyer. Bill served with I
Troop in 1968. He will audit our records
for the organization.

We thank both troopers for performing
this important task for 11 ACVVC.

In January of this year, I submitted the
2004, end of year financial report to the
Officers and Directors and I’d like to sub-
mit to you summaries from the report
(inset below).

I’m happy to report that your organiza-
tion’s finances are in very good shape for
now and for our years in the future.

The following are the due dates to sub- General Business Acct:  Jan 01 .......... $52,070 Dec 31............ $41,430.
mit articles for Thunder Run Scholarship Acct: Jan 01 ......... $36,431 Dec 31 .......... $41,445.
First QUarter............... Jan 15 Reunion Acct: Jan 01 ........ ($4,376) Dec 31 .......... ($21,190).
Second Quarter............ Apr 15 Reunion Assistance Acct: Jan 01 .......... $5,547 Dec 31 .......... $6,555.
Third Quarter.............. Aug 15 CDs and Investments: CDs...ccvveeneee. $ 285,390 Investments....$103,621.
Fourth Quarter............ Oct 15 Totals Assets for all Accts. 31 Dec. 2004: ........cecunee. $489.840
Thunder Run 2nd Quarter, 2005



Pre-WWII Historical Facts of the U.S. 11th Cavalry

By: Frank R. Cambria, (G Troop, 2/11 1970 — 1971), Secretary
Hth ACVVC

m  The first U.S. unit designated as the 11th Cavalry was
authorized by the Army Act of 2 March 1899 to fight exclusively
in the Philippines. Men for the 11th U.S. Volunteer Cavalry were
recruited predominately in the Philippines from battle-hardened
American volunteers from various State Volunteer Regiments
(militia) completing their one-year of service where they fought
against Spain in the Philippine jungles of 1898-90. The Adjutant
General in 1899 & 1900 reported that the volunteers selected
received a special $500 reenlistment bonus and “...tended to be
both more mature and better skilled than their average Regular
counterparts.” and said they “...were some of the best troops
man-for-man the United States has ever fielded.”

m Colonel James Lockett, the 11th U.S. Volunteer Cavalry’s
first commander, led the regiment in its vicious and brutal battles
in the Philippines Islands. Later, Camp Lockett in Southern
California was named in his honor.

m The first 11th Cav “LRRP” unit was an elite 25-man strike
force in 1900 called Wray’s Scouts. During its first three months,
Wray’s Scouts “...was responsible for all but one of the casualties
inflicted by the regiment.”

m  The 11th U.S. Volunteer Cavalry and other Volunteer
Regiments in the Philippines were disbanded by July 1901 as new
Regular Army units were authorized by Congress and being
formed in the USA. Two “l1th Cavalry” regiments served
America for five months in 1901, one Volunteer, and one Regular.

® In 1901 Colonel Francis Moore, the first commander of the
new Regular Army 11th Cavalry Regiment, was forming the reg-
iment from scratch. The regiment was scattered over three states
with the Ist Squadron at Jefferson Barracks MO, the 2nd
Squadron at Fort Ethan Allen VT, and 3rd Squadron at Fort Myer
VA. In frustration, Colonel Moore wrote to the U.S. War
Department “I have 400 horses that have never seen a soldier,
400 recruits who have never seen a horse, and four second lieu-
tenants that have never seen either a soldier or a horse.”

m The Regular Army 11th Cavalry was sent to the Philippines
in early 1902 and continued the fine reputation established by the
11th U.S. Volunteer Cavalry in 1900-1901. This time some ele-
ments of the 11th Cavalry were fighting fanatical Muslim Moro
warriors in the southern Philippine islands. The Muslim Moros
had been fighting the Spaniards and Filipinos for years, never sur-
rendering. Muslim insurgents are still fighting there 100 years
later, and the 11th Cav is again fighting Muslim terrorists, but this
time in Iraq and Afghanistan.

m [n 1902-3, the 1st and 2nd Squadrons of the 11th Cavalry
hunted guerrilla insurgents in the jungles of the Philippine Islands
(as Blackhorse did in Vietnam) while the 3rd Squadron was
involved in “heavy street fighting” in the northern Philippine city
of San Pablo (as 11th Cav is doing in Iraq 100 years later).

m Upon the 11th Cavalry’s return to the USA in 1904, the reg-
iment was parceled to many scattered locations across the coun-
try. For 15 years the proud 11th Cavalry established wide public
visibility rarely duplicated by other US military units. Its Troops

and Squadrons moved frequently, stretching from California to
South Carolina and Washington D.C.; from Georgia and Arkansas
to Yellowstone WY and Colorado; from El Paso to Des Moines. ..
Soon the 11th Cavalry was recognized “...for its exceptional
mobility and aggressive response...a trait that made the regiment
useful as a multi-purpose unit.”

® In March 1916, the 11th Cavalry was dispatched to El Paso
to join General John Pershing’s Punitive Expedition against
Mexican insurrectionist Pancho Villa and his soldiers. After 11-
months of fast, hard driving warfare in the hot Mexican deserts
and cold arid mountains, the 11th Cavalry completed the last cam-
paign of the old US Cavalry and became known as “...one of the
most efficient and adaptable fighting units in the Army...”

m The Regiment moved to Presidio of Monterey CA (near Fort
Ord) in July 1919. For the next 20 years, the 11th Cav Troops
rotated to Camp Hearn for Mexican border patrol operations.

m The 11th Cav’s mounted lance-armed Silent Drill Team
toured the western U.S. in the 1930s, demonstrating amazing
mounted silent drills with extreme discipline and proficiency.

m  The Ilth Cavalry sponsored and conducted regional
Citizens’ Military Training Corps (CMTC) summer camps in the
1920s and 1930s, and for ROTC in the 1930s.

m The 11th Cavalry participated in the movie Troopers Three
in 1929.

m  The 11th Cavalry participated in the movie Sergeant
Murphy starring Ronald Reagan in 1937 at Presidio of San
Francisco and Monterey CA.

® The mounted 76th Field Artillery was the 11th Cavalry sis-
ter unit at Presidio of Monterey 1919-1939.

m The 11th Cavalry Regiment moved its HQ to Camp Lockett
(named after the 11th U.S. Volunteer Cavalry’s first commander)
CA near the Mexican border in May 1940 where the 11th Cav
began its final conversion from horses to horsepower while
extending its border patrols.

®m During WWII, the 11th Cavalry temporarily ceased to exist
as a “regiment” as it units were re-designated and assigned to divi-
sions and groups.

Research Sources: History of the U.S. Cavalry; 11th U.S. Cavalry
Blackhorse; The Philippine War 1899-1902; Presidio of Monterey
Museum.

ahow Your Pride

Keith Godwin (Air Cavalry
Troop, 71 = 72), shows
his pride on his black
1999 Honda Valkyrie
motorcycle. Keith is
from High Springs,
Florida
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Vietnam Without The Jungle

B Seminar in Colorado Springs will deal with Agent Orange and

PTSD in a no-nonsense fashion
By Rick O’Dell, 11th ACVVC Veterans
Service Chair
Any of us who have turned on a televi-
sion during Gulf War II were exposed
to scenes eerily reminiscent of similar ones
from our youth. In a recent e-mail to me,
one of our cavalry troopers captured the
essence of what so many of us have been
feeling. He was right on target when he
wrote; “Watching a young TC atop his tank
thunder running a road in Iraq looked just
like Vietnam without the jungle.”

News coverage of this war was phenom-
enal. Combat action, albeit sanitized of the
blood and gore, can now be broadcast
around the world and into homes as it
occurs. For those who have never seen it in
person, the news’ combat images were at the
least morbidly fascinating and for some
even addictive. Yet, for many of us who
have actually seen war, these news images
make us suddenly smell diesel fuel and
cordite; hear the whoosh of RPG’s; and feel
the concussion of outgoing and incoming
shells.

Exposure to combat is arguably life’s
most intense experience. Winston Churchill
perhaps said it best; “There is nothing quite
as exhilarating as being shot at — other than
being shot at and missed.” If you watched
images of Gulf War II flash across your TV
screen and it caused you to remember dor-
mant or disturbing memories of our own

combat experiences, you are not alone. On
the other hand, if your memories are intrud-
ing on your everyday life you might be suf-
fering from some symptoms associated with
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).
Again, you are not alone.

Symptoms may range from mild feelings
of discomfort to deep depression that affects
not only you but also your entire family. If
you are suffering call your local Vet Center
or VA Medical Center. Both are quite
skilled at helping you alleviate the symp-
toms. The thrust into Iraq was an Armored
Cavalry war. Blackhorse troopers, perhaps
more so than any other group of Vietnam
veterans, can identify with the images of
Gulf War II. A VA psychiatrist friend recent-
ly related to me that since the beginning of
Gulf War II he has seen an ever-increasing
number of re-traumatized veterans seeking
help.

During our reunion in Colorado Springs
this year we will again sponsor a Veterans
Benefits Seminar. As it was last year in
Nashville, it will deal extensively with
PTSD and with Agent Orange issues. In a
no-nonsense fashion we will separate fact
from fiction about these issues and give you
useful and hopefully helpful information.
So, plan to attend the Seminar while at the
reunion if you’ve found the Gulf War II cov-
erage to be somewhat disturbing. Again,
you won'’t be alone.

Unidentified Troop Assignments of Our KIA

We have done a great deal of research to determine the specific units for our
KIA’s. In some cases however there is conflicting unit information. We need your
help in identifying the correct unit for the following KIA’s. If you recognize anyone
on this list, please contact: Allen Hathaway, 13194 Rettew Dr, Manassas, VA 20112;
703-791-6610; 11thcavl966@comcast.net A complete list of our KIA’s can be view

at our website: www.11thcavnam.com

Regimental Support

Squadron Activities
By: LTC Frank Wenzel, Squadron
Commander, Regimental Support
Squadron

he Regimental Support Squadron

acted as the “pusher unit,” supporting
the January and February deployments of
our sister squadrons and the Regimental
HQ. We also immediately assumed the
mission of heading up the support to the
family members of our Blackhorse
Troopers. Whether providing for the
immediate material needs of the family of
a casualty or insuring correct information
flows through the family support chan-
nels, support to families is our primary
mission.

We provide support to the Family
Readiness Groups and we operate the
Family Wellness Center here at Fort
Irwin. Our secondary mission is to act as
HQ, 11th ACR (rear), providing com-
mand and control for the 9 ACR com-
mands (including 4 rear dets) remaining
here in California. We also perform all
personnel, logistics, budget, maintenance,
and tasking functions for the Regiment at
Ft. Irwin.

Finally, we’re still performing the
ongoing mission of the National Training
Center: training our Army’s imminently
deploying Brigades. In this role, we pro-
vide up to 500 Soldiers each month to live
in mock Iraqi villages on the NTC battle-
field. Our Soldiers are routinely dressed
as Iraqi civilians and create conditions
quite similar to those our Soldiers can
expect to encounter once they deploy to
Iraq. We also perform our routine battle-
field combat service support functions.

Since we didn’t have any training mis-
sions scheduled from January thru March,
the Squadron embarked on an aggressive
program of training on tasks from the
individual through troop level. We culmi-

RANK NAME HOME OF RECORD DATE SQDN nated this rare training opportunity with a
PFC  Anderson, Melvin Wallace Little Fork, MN 12/01/1966 211 & opportuntty wit

PVT  Brown, William Arthur Detroit, M| 03/21/1967 Squadron-level field training exercise,
SSG  Claycomb, Clarence J Altoona, PA 01/13/1968 111 including sending every platoon through
PVT  Cleaver, Francis Craig New Castle, PA 05/29/1967 3/11 convoy lanes and convoy live fire. The
SSG  Cooper, Roy Eldon El Monte, CA 07/30/1968 Regimental Support Squadron stands
gg% :Odgsgnh Dgugkgl Ralph ges Moli:mlels’ lF"AA ??; 8% 1 827 211 ready for any assigned mission, whether it

oward, Robert Clarence eaver Falls, 7 .
SP4  Jourdan-Font, Jorge Luis Rio Piedras, PR 11/27/1970 ge lg.oml,nf“ed.l.support .g? our deployed
PFC  Lawson, James Garfield Roanoke, VA 09/10/1967 3/11 oldiers’ families, providing an opposing
SP4  Stahl, Edward Amold Westphalia, KS 05/25/1967 2/11 force on the NTC battlefield, or deploy-
ment to a theater of operations.
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From the Reunion XX Co-Chairs:

See you in Colorado Springs!!

By: Dave Tessier and Chuck Schmidt,
Reunion XX, Colorado Springs, CO 2005

As The 2nd Quarter Thunder Run goes
to press, Reunion XX, the 20th
Anniversary Reunion planning and prepa-
rations are in full swing. The main Reunion
Hotel, The Colorado Springs Sheraton is
nearly sold out. There are currently no
rooms available for Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday, 1-3 August and only about 20
rooms left for the reunion dates of 4-6
August (Thursday-Saturday), and all
smoking rooms are booked. It will help
other troopers, if you have to cancel a room
at the Sheraton to let Dave or Chuck know
so we can help be sure our people get the
canceled room. Otherwise, it might go to
the general public.

We have contracted two “overflow”
hotels nearby which are a short 5-7 minute
walk or a very short drive from the
Sheraton. We currently have 50 rooms
“blocked” at the Comfort Inn and 20 at the
Best Western (with the possibility of get-
ting more based on demand).

Telephone contacts and addresses for
these are shown in this issue of Thunder
Run. Remember to mention the 11th
Armored Cavalry to get the negotiated rate
of $85+ tax at the Comfort Inn and $89+
tax at the Best Western. For those of you
who want to make an extended vacation in
Colorado, the Sheraton has agreed to
extend the reunion rate through the follow-
ing Friday, 12 August.

There is a full agenda of activities
planned to include a golf tournament on
Thursday; a Veterans Seminar and “Bunker
Party” on Friday; Business meetings,
Memorial Service (at our own Colorado
Springs 11th Cavalry Memorial Site),
Banquet and Dancing on Saturday; fol-
lowed by Worship Service and farewells on
Sunday. There still is ample time, however
to do some sight seeing, venture to the top
of Pikes Peak, try your luck at Cripple
Creek casinos, travel to the Royal Gorge,
or a myriad of other things that makes
Colorado Springs a tourist Mecca! So,
spend a few extra days, enjoy yourselves,
and renew old friendships that’s what
it’s all about!!

A proposed agenda, hotel information,

directional maps from Denver and
Colorado Springs Airports, major area
attractions, and other information is avail-
able in this and last Quarter Thunder Run
and on our Web site www.
I1thcavnam.com. You are urged to get
hotel reservation now and to register for the
reunion at the same time. We need your
registration data so we can adequately plan
meals, beverages, snacks, etc. On the regis-
tration form where we ask for your years in
country, please indicate the calendar year,
not the number of years, and under special
diet, let us know if you want a vegetarian
meal for the banquet on Saturday. Register
early — we are going to try to implement a
“first registered, first in” policy for seating
in the main dining room. Late registrants
may have to be directed to the “overflow
room” where you will be connected via

closed circuit tv with the main banquet
hall.

Lastly, we ask for your patience. It
appears that we will have a large crowd at
all events, and unfortunately we don’t reg-
ister in groups of 10 or 12 by Troop which
is what the tables’ seat so some Troops will
have to share tables with other Troops in
their Squadron. This comes up each year as
a problem, but it is just a fact that we have
to live with.

Please be patient, let your needs be
known early to the hotel staff or your
11thacvvc board and we will do our best to
accommodate everyone!! Most of all we
ask you to be flexible, go with the flow and
have a good time!!!! For a free vacation
guide, coupons and more info go to
www.experiencecoloradosprings.com.

Schedule of Events

WEDNESDAY, AUG 3

THURSDAY, AUG 4

FRIDAY, AUG 5

SATURDAY, AUG 6

SUNDAY, AUG 7

11thACVVC Reunion XX ee 3-7 AUGUST 2005 ¢+ Colorado Springs, CO

1300-1600........ccovrverirrrnee REGISTRATION
0700-1600.........ccceee.e.
1000-1800........cccovcuueee
1300-1800........cccoveuueee
1300-2400.........ccooeuueee
1830-2030.......cccvrevneee

........ GOLF TOURNAMENT

........ REGISTRATION

........ QUARTERMASTER

........ BUNKER

........ 11thACVVC OFF/DIR MEETING

1000-1800.........ccvveee.
1000-1800.........ccevene.
1300-1500........ccveenne.
1700-2400.........cceunee.

........ REGISTRATION
........ QUARTERMASTER
........ VETS SEMINAR
........ BUNKER PARTY

0830-1100.......ccccevrvnee
0900-1100.......ccccevrrenee
1100-1230......cccoovenee.
1100-1600...........c..c......
1200-1400.........coone...
1400-1530......cccvvvine.
1800-1900..........covne..
1900 -2100 ......cccoovneee.
2100-2400.........crvne.

........ 11thACVWC MEMBERSHIP MEETING
........ WOMENS MEETING

........ BLACKHORSE ASSOCIATION MEETING
........ REGISTRATION

........ QUARTERMASTER

........ MEMORIAL SERVICE

........ COCKTAIL HOUR (CASH BAR)

........ BANQUET AND PROGRAM

........ DANCING (DJ)

0900-1300........ccccvvvnnee
1000-1100........cvrvnnn.
ALL DAY ..o,

........ QUARTERMASTER
........ WORSHIP SERVICE
........ FAREWELLS

2nd Quarter, 2005
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From The 61st Colonel of the Regt

Blackhorse in Iraq

reetings to you all from Operation
Glraqi Freedom III in Iraq, where

your Blackhorse Regiment contin-
ues its great legacy of combat success. As
always, Command Sergeant Major Pring
and I would like to first thank you for your
constant and unwavering support of the
Blackhorse Regiment. The past few
months have been full of activity for both
our Troopers and Families as the
Regiment’s deployment has commenced at
a very rapid pace. Once again, our
Troopers have proven that they are ready to
deal with any situation, and you would all
be proud of their attitude, performance and
tactical prowess.

Our movement to Iraq began in early
January with the Regimental Headquarters
taking over the Headquarters of Multi-
National Force-Northwest in the northern
Iraqi city of Mosul. 2nd Squadron fol-
lowed deploying south of Baghdad with the
155th Brigade Combat Team from the
Mississippi Army National Guard, and 1st
Squadron departed for Baghdad at the end
of January attached to 3rd Brigade, Ist
Armored Division. Over the last 3 months
Ist and 2nd Squadron have done amazing
things in their areas or responsibility. They
have successfully executed numerous com-
bat missions and partnered with local Iraqi
Army units and leaders, creating a relation-
ship where the Iraqis are taking pride and
confidence in owning their country again.
They have made significant strides in the
area of security, capturing many high pro-
file enemy leaders, as well as aiding in the
reconstruction effort, making Iraq a better
place to live for the local population. They
have experienced some casualties and we
are proud to have served with such great
men and ask that you keep them in your
thoughts as they recover. The 58th Combat
Engineer Company continues to serve with
distinction in the 2nd Brigade of 10th
Mountain Division and will redeploy in
June of 2005, completing their year long
combat tour.

The 11th ACR Headquarters deployed
from Fort Irwin on 13 January 2005 and
took over the Multi-National Force-
Northwest Headquarters as Task Force
Freedom on the 23rd of January. The

Continues Legacy of Success

.;‘:‘ F w'*".""

Northwest area of Iraq has its headquarters
located in the city of Mosul and includes a
very diverse range of ethnicities and cul-
tures. Our area includes the Provinces of
Irbil, Dahuk and Ninewah and extends
from the Iranian border in the East all the
way to the Turkish and Syrian borders in
the North and West and includes Tal Afar,
Sinjar, and the border crossing at Rabiyah.
The fight for freedom continues to be a
tough one that the Iraqi people, with our
help, are winning. The weather has been
beautiful with lots of precipitation, but has
slowly begun the climb in temperature as
we approach the summer months.
Immediately after our arrival, the
Regimental Staff was faced with the awe-
some responsibility of coordinating the
Iraqi National Elections. As you well
know, it was a huge success and Task Force
Freedom gained confidence in their ability
to fulfill their immense responsibility as a
Division Level Staff. As attacks in our area
increased, it became apparent that a larger
staff and more combat forces were neces-
sary to successfully secure and rebuild the
Northwest Area of Iraq. In March we wel-
comed an additional 52 members to our
staff from the 103rd Field Artillery from
Baghdad, significantly increasing our capa-

(il

Specialist Rene Jones spending time with the local children while out on a security mission in the city of Mosul.

bilities. Brigadier General (P) David M.
Rodriguez, assumed command of Task
Force Freedom on 1 April 05. As we go to
print, the 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment,
Brave Rifles, joins our team. We remain
focused on neutralizing the insurgency and
partnering with the Iraqi Security Forces
and government to help them win their
fight for democracy.

Our Troopers have always had reason to
be proud of serving in the Blackhorse
Regiment, in part because of the efforts of
veterans like you. Now more then ever, the
Regiment’s deployment brings home to all
our Troopers the importance of knowing
our remarkable history and Cavalry tradi-
tions. On 5 May 2005 we will complete a
new chapter of 11th ACR history with our
Combat Patch Ceremony, where all the
11th ACR Troopers will proudly receive
their Blackhorse combat patch. We ask that
you keep our Troopers and their families in
your prayers and thank you greatly for your
continued support and great sacrifice that
makes us proud to follow in your footsteps.

ALLONS!

Peter C. Bayer Jr.
61st Colonel of the Blackhorse

Thunder Run
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2005 CALENDAR SCHOLARSHIP FUND DONATIONS

The 11thACVVC wishes to gratefully acknowledge these generous donations to the Scholarship
Fund in support of the 2005 Calendar Fundraiser. Donations received through April, 25, 2005
are listed. We will publish donations received after that date in a later issue.

Platinum Plus Level Silver Level Donors

Donations from $25 to $49

Donations from $200 to $499

Robert R. McCormick
Tribune Foundation

Platinum Level

Donations from $100 to $199

Thomas & Euleta Carr
Mike & Ronda Foulks
Sharron A. Goligoski
Kent H. Hillhouse
Duncan & Carolyn Hinton
Patrick  Kelliher

Donald LaFountain

Gene & Carol Lanoux
Edward T. Lumpp

Hollis & Linda Moore
William & Jean Schrode
Robert Bruce Sinclair
“Gerald “Jerry” Straszewski
William & Judith Trubeck
Robert E. Wallace

Barton J. Werner

Gold Level Donors

Donations from $50 to $99

Jerry & Alice Andrews

Robert & Nancy Brown
Joseph L. Coopet, Jr.

William & Rebecca Cranford
Wiley L. Graham

Robert A. Hawley

Richard Hervatin

Zachery J. Holtzman, Jr.
Frederick & Helma Hotzman, Jr.
Arthur Koumanelis

William & Dianne Mc Dermott
Joseph & Marcia McKibben
Wayne & Janece Mollhoff
Daniel & Shirley Mulcahey
Douglas & Madeline Renkle
Gary & Janet Rieth

COL (Ret) Jan & Mary Ellen Roberts
Homer H. “Rusteberg, CPA”
Glenn & Lynn Ryburn, Jr.
Marvin D. Sellers

Allen R. Siekman

Martyn Sugihara

Robert & Eddiemae Wagg, Jr.
Scott & Caroline Wardrope
Jeffery & Janice Williams

Thomas Arbaugh

Richard & Ronnie Bach
Stacy & Dianna Baker
Edward C. Bell

Joseph Berenda, Jr.

Barney Braucker

Bill & Janet Brawn

LTC(Ret) Patrick & Betty Brown
Emmitt & Mary Cavalier
Michael & Patricia Cavanagh
Larry & Shannon Chavez
James Deardorff

Edward & Dale Donnelly
Edward Fergenbush

COL(Ret) Robert &
Jeannine Garrott, Jr.

Wilbur & Cynthia Gathe

William & Gaynelle Harris

Jan (Mayer) & Coleen Hawkshy
John P Haynes

Dwayne & Betty Hein

Peter & Naomi Hoffman
Nicholas & Jacqueline Hryadil
John & Phyllis Humbert, Sr.
Gary & Carol Ingram

Fred D. Jack

COL Garald & Susan Jacobsen
Dennis M. Jirik

MSG(Ret) Harold &
Constance Jones

Blandin & Sharon Karabinos
Dennis & Christine Kelly
Neil & Vicki Keltner

Robert & LuAnn Klink
Christopher & Maria Kopecky
Cary M. Kuchenbuch

Paul J. A. Lehnard

Jeffery Lopez, Jr.

Robert P Marotta

Ben Martinez

Jerry & Patricia Mathis
Daniel T. Moeller

Mike & Nancy Moses
Joseph P Muchesko

Dale C. Newcomb

Richard & Claudette Obenschain
Angel E. Pagan

James W. Patrick

Andrew Pelton

Ollie W. Pickral

Brian Platt

John A. Quinn

Frank D. Renda

Dewey W. Rowe

Philip & Gina Seyller

Curtis & Audre Sorenson
Robert & Renate Soule
Randall & Doris Taylor
Paul R. Tebo

Hardy & Brenda Terry
Earl A. Thompson

Philip J. Troniar

Eddie & Janice Trosper
Jeffery P Voss

Frank H. Werker

George & Kathy West, Sr.
Emest Whitner

Tyrus & Regeana Williams
James & Vanessa Young

Bronze Level Donors

Donations from $1 to $24

Nasario & Barbara Arellano
John & Barbara Atkinson
John A. (Tony) Balas
Kenneth C. Bartell

Michael & Linda Bartlett
Harold P Basler, Jr.

Jim Groucho Beckenhaupt
Garland Q. Bell, Jr.

Ronald & Michelle Betz
Joseph W. Bissen

Joseph Bohr

Vincent & Mary Ellen Bolognone
Thomas Bowling, Jr.

Ron & Erma Brundage
Gerald & Monica Brzuchalski
Donald & Violet Callahan
Dennis & Beverly Cederquist
Daniel Chavez

Amold & Sandra Christensen
Gus & Sharron Christian
Ronald & Susan Ann Colson, Sr.
Ralph & Diana Cox

Dennis & Darlene Creal
Charles J. Creek, Jr.

Charles Cumisky

Charles & Mary Cunningham
Randall & Dianne Davis
Richard & Maureen Davis, Jr.
David & Susan Derk

David & Lori DeWitt

Robert & Donna Dickson
Thomas & Helen Doll

Jesus Dominguez

Richard W. Douglas

Russell C. Dove

Michael & Donna Eager
Clifford & Betty Fields
Patrick & Linda Flynn

Harold W./ Fremd

Billy & Sharon Goad

Howard & Dawn Goodwater
James F. Green, Sr.

Gerald & Sheryl Guenthardt
Wayne C. Haas

William C. Hall

Eugene & Mattie Hallman
Babe & Sandra Halstead
Grady Hassell

Donald & Marsha Hebert
Ben M. Hotchkiss

Robert & Ronald Jaranowski
William & Jessie Jeans
Donald W. Johnson
Michael P Jokinen

Ross & Ellen Jones

Jose & Bethsaida Juarez
Lincoln & Arlene Keanini
Edward & Barbara King
George T. Knight, Jr.
Michael J. Komisin

Justin & Alice Kosenovich
Gregory & Judith Krinock
Charles A. Linaberger
CSM(Ret) Robert E. Linberg
Eldred L. Little

Ross W. Lyle

Thaniel L. McFee

Molly M. McKnight

Benjie & Margaret Meek
William & Mary Ann Merkle, Ill
Jerry & Ramona Mitchell
COL Robert & Patricia Moore
Dennis & Patricia Morgan
Charles & Susan Morrow
Stephen Moushegian

Larry & Alice Oakley

Joyce A. Qwsinski

Elmer & Christine Parker
Burton G. Parker

Bruce & Sharon Pelvas
James & Barbara Pickett
Clifton Plisch

John & Loni Quinlivan
Grable & V. Ann Ramirez
Gerald & Cheryl Reed

Eris R. Roman

John, P Ryan

Larry & Carlene Samsel
Clinton Sanford

Charles & Brenda Scarborough
Terry & Joyce Sharpe

R. L. Shelley

LTC(Ret) Edmund Sieminski
Tim Spinder

Dennis & Carol Steele

Eagle Nation Cycles, Inc Steven V. C
Curtis & Bobbie Stonecipher
Kenneth & Deborah Stottsherry
Joseph J. Switek, Jr.

1SGT (Ret) Roy Tanner, Jr.
Craig & Debra Taylor

Gary & Brenda Terry

David & Robin Tiedeman
Gary & Sherry Timmerman
Paul Torres

Russell & Mary Verbeke
John & Lan Walling

Burce & Sandra Watson
Joseph & Kathryn Wetmore
James & Claudia Wheeler
Larry & Pam White

Charles & Earlene Whorton
Ken Wollschlaeger

Michael & Karen Wresch

2005 GENERAL FUND DONATIONS

Thank you, to the following people who made donations to the
11th ACVVC through the offices of the Vice President and
Treasurer of our organization. Gifts were to the General Fund

unless otherwise indicated.

Platinum Level Silver Level Donors

Donations from $100 to $199
James Abrahamson
Otis Bailey
L. E. Cofty

Tim Gorder - (In Memory of COL
Gorder)

Paul Hoffman
Raymond Macon*

Gold Level Donors

Donations from $50 to $99
Robert S. Key*
Byron Marsh
Jim Tomchick

Stephen Wolfe™ - (In Memory of D.
Wolfe)

Donations from $25 to $49
Raymond Giesige
John Potopa
Karl Whitmore*

Bronze Level Donors

Donations from $1 to $24
Albert Burl
Dennis Caldwell
Gary McNeill
Gregorio Ruiz
Arthur Sanderson

* Trooper Assistance Fund.
** Scholarship Fund.
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Right After Losing the How Deuce

and a Half

BY: Wes Slimmer;
HOW, 1/11, 1967 - 1968

fter losing the 1-How maintenance

deuce and a half, we had no trans-
portation or a place to sleep, (Smock and I
had been sleeping in the back of the truck
with the parts and equipment, and sergeant
Engle, John Lee, and Leo Beahmer slept
in a lean-to off the side of the truck), we
rode on the guns, and had a tent to set up
until we were issued a new vehicle. We
had our normal cots to sleep on so it was-
n’t too bad, except for the time it took to
get set up. The maintenance crew always
did their maintenance after coming off
convoy, while the guns were setting up,
and we had set the truck up so that it was
handy, easy and quick to get settled.

At one location, we had set up on the
top of a hill, and deployed our tent, (again
right after the truck incident,), it was late,
and most of the troops were asleep; I was
suddenly jarred awake by my body hitting
the ground next to my cot. As I lay there
still trying to figure out what was going
on, I felt the ground shaking, or should I
say bouncing... and then it suddenly
stopped.

We exited the tent and everyone was
awake and outside their sleeping areas,
weapons in hands, looking around in the
dark for the problem, it wasn’t a mortar
attack, and the guys on guard had no indi-
cation of anything but the shaking, and
flashing down in the valley. Because there
was no evident issue, the guards were
alerted to stay on their toes and everyone
returned to what they were doing. I must
say that that incident was very spooky, but
in some cases, like this one, it’s better not
to know what’s going on.

When dawn broke, and everyone was
awake enough to figure out what had hap-
pened, it was determined that the B-52s
had flown over and made a run, close
enough to knock us out of our bunks with
500 pound bombs.

Needless to say, it didn’t set well with
anyone on the ground. Later we would
host the commander of the B-52 group,
and our commander would fly some mis-
sions on the planes. So, we, the Tanks and
Howitzers, had a distance and accuracy
show for the “Fly Boy”. I got some movie
footage of one, when they used white
phosphorous.

From COL Bayer 11th ACR
To: Vice-President Gene Johnson
Gene;

You guys are awesome!!!! Thanks
for taking the time to continue to sup-
port our Troopers and Families. Can not
tell you how much it means to us. Your
Regiment is doing great here. Can not
begin to tell you the feats our Troopers
are accomplishing every day in the face
of the most complex environment I have
ever been in. From fighting insurgents
to helping Iraqi citizens restore their
neighborhoods and establish an effec-
tive government—they do it all, often
going from a lethal engagement with the
enemy to helping citizens in a matter of
minutes. They make it look easy and do
us all proud to be associated with them.
Just spent a day with 2/11 and they are
doing super.

Thanks again for your continued sup-
port.

BLACKHORSE!

/s/ Pete

PETER C. BAYER JR.
COL, AR

Chief of Staff TF Freedom/
Commander 11th ACR

ALLONS!

| Veteran Active Duty Support Representatives |

Harris Bennie 336 366 5002 HHT 11ACR PO Box 277 Dobson NC 27017 beharris@triad.rr.com
Vetere Ron 252 480 1627 HHT 11ACR 1907 Harbour View Drive Kill Devil Hills NC 27948 homeworkobx@aol.com
CrouthamelJohn Not Listed HHT, TF 1/11 15 Maple Street Chatham NJ 7928 crouthamel@mac.com
Williams ~ Nicholas 215 869 3101 HHT, TF 1/11 7 Winterset Court West Grove PA 19390 nicholas_williams@rosetree.k12.pa.us
Thompson Jim 330 872 0621 B Trp, TF 1/11 2312 Miller Graber Rd SW Warren OH 44431 blackhorse@earthlink.net
Jones Ward 717 587 5555 B Trp, TF 1/11 PO Box 169 Chinchilla PA 18410 wijbravo21@hotmail.com
Maspons  Jorge 504 241 3101 CTrp, TF1/11 6618 Foch Road New Orleans LA 70126 playaguanabo@cox.net
Transue  Jimmy 8136218174 FTp, TF1/11 6712 36th Avenue S Tampa FL 33619 jeffro33@verizon.net
Brown Kenneth 530 7432722 G Trp, TF 1/11 5244 Aspen Way Marysville CA 95901 None Givien
Embrey  Jim 270 737 8671 G Tp, TF1/11 2367 Burn Road Rineyville KY 40162 None Givien
Kays Danny 480 529 8007 G Trp, TF1/11 8510 E SanBenito Drive Scottsdale AZ 85258 da2nyk@cox.net
Haworth  Larry Not Listed HHT, TF 2/11 176 Rainbow Drive, # 7627  Livingston X 77399 lehaworth@aol.com
Hill John 252 522 1310 HHT, TF 2/11 3419 Dobbs Farm Road Kinston NC 28504 hill-aud@webtv.net
Bailey John 502 362 4855 AT, TF 2/11 66 Whitley Court Gilbertville KY 42044 bailey52@earthlink.net
Feldman Jim 931 5654550 AT, TF 2/11 581 S Ridge Road Miner Hill N 71487 None Given
Sorich  John 6129290054 AT, TF 2/11 5037 France Avenue S Minneapolis MN 55410 johnnydiamond@mindspring.com
Erwin Sam Not Listed D Co, TF 2/11 PO Box 530 McEwen N 37101 None Given
Embree  Willis 502 239 6544 D Co, TF 1/11 7813 Sailor Road Louisville KY 40291 sargem24e8@aol.com
Groat John 414982 4639 D Co, TF 2/11 612 W Warren Street New London Wi 54961 allonsac@aol.com
McCreedy Mitch 517 8723602  ETrp, TF 2/11 1100 N Kingston Road Deford M 48729 spmacres@avci.net
Palmer  Skip 9134517714 ETp, TF 2/11 11411 Grant Street Overland Park KS 66210 skip@skippalmer.com
Palmer  Skip 9137107700  ofc — — — — Above
Hurt Bob 281 364 7285 H Co, TF 2/11 75 E Shadowpoint Circle The Woodlands X 77381 bobhurt66@juno.com
Reese Tom 920 451 5876 H Co, TF 2/11 3906 Windtree Hollow Ln Signal Mtn ™ 37377 threese@vpicorp.com
Davis George 702 459 0251 58th Engineers 3700 Stewart Ave, #179 Las Vegas NV 89110 davis179@cox.net
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Task Force 2 — 11 ACR

By:1LT James Hendon

Task Force 2-11 ACR has represent-
ed the 11th Armored Cavalry
Regiment with distinction during its
first three months in Iraq. After spend-
ing three weeks of preparation time in
Kuwait, Task Force 2-11 deployed its
main body into central Iraq in late
January. Originally slated to occupy an
area of operations surrounding the city
of Mahmadiya, the Eaglehorse
Squadron was diverted in January to
occupy an area of operations that
included the cities of Iskandariyah,
Haswah, and Eskan. Task Force 2-11
ACR’s area of operations, commonly
known as “AO Battle,” is roughly 30
miles south of Baghdad between the
Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. Contrary
to the stereotype that all terrain in Iraq
is desert-like, AO Battle is evergreen
and very fertile. The landscape on
which Eaglehorse soldiers patrol is
filled with irrigation ditches, canals,
sheep, farms, and palm trees. AO Battle
consists of three urbanized cities and
four villages; the AO has an estimated
population of over 260,000 people.

Before Task Force 2-11 arrived in
Iraq, Haswah had a reputation of being
an insurgent hideout. Interpreters were
afraid to go into Haswah, even with
armed U.S. soldiers. According to sev-
eral analysts, Haswah was predicted to
be “the next Fallujah.” However, after
flooding the AO with Eaglehorse sol-
diers, violent activity in AO Battle

ahow Your Pride

decreased drastically. Since January,
the number of attacks on Task Force
soldiers has diminished exponentially.
Additionally, indirect fire attacks on the
Eaglehorse =~ Squadron’s  Forward
Operating Base (FOB), named FOB
Kalsu, have dropped by 50 percent
since TF 2-11 arrived in the AO.
Economic and civil leaders who were
once afraid of opening businesses and
embracing democracy now do so freely
because they feel safe thanks to the
efforts of the Eaglehorse Squadron.

Along with protecting the Iraqi peo-
ple, Task Force 2-11 ACR has done a
great job of developing the Iraqi
Security Forces (ISF) in the area. By
training and integrating the ISF into our
operations, Task Force Eaglehorse has
laid the foundation for the Iraqi Police
and the Iraqi Army to one day become
the sole protectors of Iraq. Integration
between the Eaglehorse Squadron and
the ISF was never more present than
during a joint TF 2-11 ACR and ISF
raid on the Hateen Weapons Complex in
late March. During the raid, thousands
of small arms rounds, hundreds of indi-
rect fire rounds, and various bomb-
making materials were seized and
destroyed.

In a tradition dating back to 1901 in
the Philippines, Second Squadron,
Eleventh Armored Cavalry Regiment is
once again aggressively answering the
call to fight for freedom and democracy
abroad.

Larry Klein (HOW Battery,
2/11, 66 — 67), sports
this beautiful windscreen
design around Valdosta,
Georgia. He says he
does it: . .. “remember-
ing my brother troopers
and honoring all.”

First Squadron

By LTC Jim Blackburn,
Squadron Commander
lst Squadron continues to gain contact
and destroy the enemy. Through the
tough work and unparalleled dedication of
our troopers, the citizens of Baghdad
become more secure, healthier and receive
more essential services such as sewage,
fresh water, electricity and schools every
day. We are glad to welcome our comrades
from EAGLEHORSE, F/11 ACR and G/11
ACR. Additionally, we have gained both
B/1-13 AR and B/70 ENG from Fort Riley.
These units, along with B/11 ACR, C/11
ACR and HHT 1/11, have formed an effec-
tive Task Force that I can unequivocally say
is unparalleled in the Division.

Our tasks have been many and varied
since we departed the high Mojave Desert.
We conduct continuous combat operations
bringing terrorists to justice. The troopers
of this Squadron have been an integral part
in providing security for the Transitional
National Assembly Sessions’, denying ter-
rorists the opportunity of disrupting the
Government’s future and conducting cor-
don and searches to find and destroy
weapons caches.

While security has been our primary
focus, we have embedded a team with our
Iraqi Army Battalion. With the hard work
and dedication of our troopers, this Iraqi
Army Battalion has increasingly taken
more battle space, and now controls the
majority of northeast Baghdad. They have
been successful in bringing over 100 terror-
ists to justice for crimes against the Iraqi
people.

Our efforts have not stopped there. We
have worked hand in hand with the
Neighborhood Advisory and District
Advisory Councils to address infrastructure
issues. We have completed over $1.4 mil-
lion in sewage projects, increasing the
sewage capacity budget by over 30%,
reducing sewage from peoples’ front yards
and streets.

As we prepare for future missions, we
will continue to kill or capture the enemy
and engage the local populace to make a
better and safer Iraq. I could not ask for a
greater honor than serving with these great
troopers and knowing they are making the
Regiment proud.

Allons!
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INFANTRY SOLDIERS

A fighting soldier that's what | am.
always ready to give a hand,

[ trained in daylight, | trained at night,
and always ready to invade and fight,
one day my country called out to me,
they sent me far, far across the sea.

They sent me to a place called Vietnam,
where many Americans had previously gone.
Mosquitos, humidity, jungle, swamps,

rice paddies, vigourous mountains,

that’s all that’s there,

and a little man Charlie,

who’s found everywhere.

The Viet Cong | must always fight,

so | can live another night.

Then one night it happened to me,
By a Viet Cong | didn’t see,

He fired twice directly at me,

and | slumped to the ground
behind a tree.

My chest was burning | couldn’t see,
| then knew it was the end of me.

A medic helped to ease the pain,

But | could see in his eyes

It was all in vain.

My body was warm from my blood that spilled,
| knew I’d be another soldier killed.
My love for freedom
my love for life,
was about to end in foreign strife.
The infantry soldier to heaven they go,
for they live a life not many know.
So come join us young men
don’t be afraid,
soldiers are gallant
and always brave.

By: Johnny Manuel Amador, HHT, Scouts, 1969 — 1970

| Active Duty In Theater Representatives |

CPT Fred Odisho HQ, TF Freedom Camp Courage APO AE 09334 fred.odisho@MNBNW.irag.army.mil
CPT Jeffrey May HQ, TF Freedom Camp Courage APQ AE 09334 jeffrey.may@MNBNW.irag.army.mil
CPT Bryan Harris HHT 11ACR Camp Courage APQ AE 09334 bryan.harris@MNBNW.irag.army.mil
1SG Norbert Zimmermann HHT 11ACR Camp Courage APO AE 09334 norbert.zimmermann@MNBNW.irag.army.mil
SPC Angelic DeJager HHT 11ACR Camp Courage APO AE 09334 Drewbmoore@hotmail.com

LTC James Blackburn TF 1/11 ACR Camp Tagi APQ AE 09378 james-blackburn@us.army.mil
CSM Earnest Washington TF1/11 ACR Camp Tagi APO AE 09378 eamest.washington@us.army.mil
1SG Brian Vogl HHT, TF 1/11 ACR Camp Tagi APQ AE 09378 brian.vogl@us.army.mil

SGT Nghia Do B Trp, TF 1/11 ACR Camp Tagi APQ AE 09378 nghia.chan.du@us.army.mil

1SG Thomas Eppler B Trp, TF 1/11 ACR Camp Tagi APQ AE 09378 thomas.eppler@us.army.mil

SPC Joseph Ferren B Trp, TF 1/11 ACR Camp Tagi APO AE 09378 joseph.ferren@us.army.mil

SGT Joshua Gonzales B Trp, TF 1/11 ACR Camp Tagi APQ AE 09378 joshua.albert.gonzalez@us.army.mil
SSG Kyle Kennedy B Trp, TF 1/11 ACR Camp Tagi APQ AE 09378 kyle.d.kennedy@us.army.mil

SSG James Scanlan B Trp, TF 1/11 ACR Camp Tagi APO AE 09378 james.scanlan@us.army.mil

SGT Tony Skaja B Trp, TF 1/11 ACR Camp Tagi APQ AE 09378 tony.skaja@us.army.mil

1SG Keith Glindemann C Trp, TF1/11 ACR Camp Tagi APO AE 09378 keith.glindemann@us.army.mil

1LT Christopher ~ Moro F Trp, TF 1/11 ACR Camp Tagi APQ AE 09378 val.moro@us.army.mil

1SG Lamont Washington F Trp, TF 1/11 ACR Camp Tagi APQ AE 09378 lamont.washington@us.army.mil
1SG Robert Squires G Trp, TF 1/11 ACR Camp Tagi APQ AE 09378 robert.squires@us.army.mil

1LT Kevin Tobioas G Tp, TF1/11 ACR Camp Tagi APO AE 09378 kevin.tobias@us.army.mil

1SG William Rawley NC24, HHT 2/11 ACR 155 BCT APQ AE 09325 william.rawley@us.army.mil

LT Juan Renaud NC24, HHT 2/11 ACR 155 BCT APO AE 09325 lightfighter.renaud@us.army.mil
1SG Wilfred Urioste NC24, ATrp TF 2/11 ACR 155 BCT APO AE 09303 wilfred.urioste@us.army.mil

1SG Ronilo Credito C75,D CoTF2/11 ACR 155 BCT APQ AE 09325 ronilo.credito@us.army.mil

SGT Elston Gentle C75,D Co TF 2/11 ACR 155 BCT APO AE 09325 elston.gentle@us.army.mil

1LT John Pelikan NC24, E Trp TF 2/11 ACR 155 BCT APQ AE 09325 john.pelikan@us.army.mil

1SG John Renteria NC24, E Trp TF 2/11 ACR 155 BCT APQ AE 09325 john.renteria@us.army.mil

1LT Michael Miller (61, HCo TF 2/11 ACR 155 BCT APO AE 09325 michael .k.miller@us.army.mil

1SG Michael Mitchell C61,H Co TF 2/11 ACR 155 BCT APQ AE 09325 michael.mitchell@us.army.mil

1SG Elmo Leichenaur HQ PIt, 58th Engineers ~ 2nd Bde, 10 Mtn Div APO AE 09303 elmo.leichenauer@us.army.mil
Vieterans are encouraged to contact the above listed representatives directly to speed up processs and eliminate middle people.

In Theater Representatives can inform you about suppot, package and mail needs of their units.

Remember, mail can not be delivered that is not addressed directly to an individual for Security Reasons
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Women's Gorner

Ahh...the first day of spring. The flowers are
starting to poke their heads up from the frozen soil, the sky is
blue and the grass is finally turning green. Gone are the long

As I write this, we are in the middle of a heavy snowstorm.
The weather station is predicting at least 16 more inches of the
cold, wet, white stuff.

Remember when we were kids and our parents would say “if
it would just snow on the ground and stay off the roads™? We
would think they were awful for thinking such a thing. Why,
snow meant a day off from school, a snowman, a good old fash-
ion snowball fight with the rest of the neighborhood kids and
sled riding down Dead Mans Hill. Now, we have found that we
have turned into our parents. “If it would just stay off the
roads.”

Do you all remember the article I wrote last January? It was
the one about the military unit that was staying at our hotel who
were leaving for Iraq. I told of the proposal of one young man
to his sweetheart, an AWOL attempt by another and the breakup
of another couple. It was an extremely emotional night.

Well they came home a couple of weeks ago. I had gone into
work for a 3-11 shift and the manager said to me, there is a
whole lot of military staying with us tonight and a lot of them
keep asking for you. It made me wonder and think, is it, could
it be -. As I was working on one of my reports, a guest came to
the desk and said Hi Barb, we’re back. Yes, it was my unit.

We had a wonderful reunion that night, they sent out for pizza
and a lot of them stopped to talk. I cried when I found out that
they had lost two members. One I remembered very well, as he
was the one that had proposed to his girl. He had been killed in
an explosion while on patrol. I also cried as a guy and girl came
down the hall with a beautiful little girl about 6 months old and
placed her in my arms. It was the baby that one of the guys had
wanted to go AWOL because of. As I held her and smelled that
wonderful smell that all babies have, all I could do was look at
him and say, “See I told you it would be worth it.” He agreed
that he was now glad that he had indeed not left.

As they all scattered that night, some just to their rooms for
some alone quiet time with their loved ones, some to the movies,
some to the ‘refreshment’ places downtown, I had a few
moments to myself to think about a little over a year ago and to
offer a silent prayer of thanks for their safe return, as well as one
for those they had so tragically lost. It also started me thinking
about all that are still there and are still to go. I can only hope
and pray that the Lord will watch over them too.

Life in our home has been extremely busy. I for the past
month have been finding myself working 6 out of 7 days a week.
(Great on the paycheck) The owners of the hotel I work at are
building another one about an hour and a half from here so there
has been lots to do to help get it ready to open next month.
Personally for me, it has meant a lot of training of the new man-
ager. She has to know how to do everything there is to do in the

By Barb Moreno, 11th AGVVG Women’s’ Goordinator

hotel. So, I had to teach her everything a Guest Service Rep
does at the front desk. Now this includes not only checking
guest in and out, but how the sheets and towels are folded in the
laundry each day, dealing with the housekeepers, how to test and
adjust the chemicals in the pool, how to correct things that may
be wrong in the computer and the credit card machine, and who
and when to call to get things fixed. Of course, now we are
receiving boxes and boxes of supplies for the new hotel. They
as yet have nowhere to put them, so they pile up at ours. But I
must admit it has been a wonderful learning experience. I never
realized that so much went into starting a new business.

Well reunion 2005 is not far off. I hope you have all made
your hotel and travel arraignments. I understand the hotel is fill-
ing fast. I have gotten that much done, now I'm sort of watch-
ing the airline prices. I can hardly wait to see everyone again.
I’m like a little kid on Christmas morning when it gets close to
reunion time. The wait seems forever. I hope all of you will
enjoy yourselves as much as Bob and I do each year. I guaran-
tee you will have a wonderful time and make so many lifelong
friends.

Again, I want to remind you to send or bring to reunion your
favorite recipes. We still don’t have very many but I know we
can do this project and make it a HUGE success for the scholar-
ship fund. We will have forms for you to take to put your recipes
on at the registration table.

See you all in Colorado Springs.

Always

Barb

'BORDER LEGION TROOPERS!

JOINT 11TH ACR (ALLONS)/14TH ACR (SUIVEZ MOI)
BORDER LEGION REUNION PLANNED JUNE 1-5 2005

For our members who served in the Border Legion as well as in
Vietnam and Cambodia, information is being provided on a
reunion currently being planned to be held in Fulda, Germany the
first week in June 2005. The events schedule is in the planning
stages, but will include activities in Bad Hersfeld and Bad
Kissingen for Troopers who served in the 3rd or 2nd Squadrons
respectively. Fulda will be the center of the gathering and will
include Fest Tent; Local tours as well as tours of former East
Germany landmarks; OP ALPHA Ceremonies; Memorial Services;
Banquet; etc.

More information may be found at the following websites:
www.blackhorse.com or www.14cav.org
Points of contact, if interested:

Frank Varljen or
6508 Shamrock Road
Manassas, VA 20112
<f.varlien@verizon.net>
Tele: (703) 791-6218

Don Snedeker

2221 Tulip Drive

Falls Church, VA 22046
<snedekerd@saic.com>
Tele: (703) 241-0794

2nd Quarter, 2005
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@ Chaplain’s Gorner

Calling People Names

id you know that the word
D“Christian” was originally a

derogatory word? That’s right. It
was a slang term for people who the name-
callers were slamming as a category of peo-
ple they didn’t like or consider worthwhile.
The word itself originally meant “follower
of Christ.” It still means that and sometimes
a lot more too. One of the places where
Christianity started was a city named
Antioch. It was on the east coast of the
Mediterranean Sea north of Israel where
Lebanon is now. It was in Antioch where
people didn’t like Christians because they
were different and changed from what they
had been before they became followers of
Christ. Actually, they had changed for the
better and called their experience “born-
again.” But the Antioch people didn’t like it
so they demeaned them by calling them
“Christian.”

Does this sound familiar? There are
plenty of ways to demean people, to show a
strong lack of respect for them as worthy
humans, by calling them names and I don’t
mean names of endearment. Names of
endearment are just fine, wonderful even.
For example, “son” is a good name to call a
young boy that you like and show respect
for. Sometimes he’s your own kid; some-
times you don’t even know him. “Ladies
and gentlemen” is a way to address people
when you have something to say to a group
that you want to show respect for. If you
didn’t respect them you’d use a different
way of getting their attention, wouldn’t
you?

Moving right along, there are bad names
people use that are not respectful or endear-
ing. I won’t be completely specific because
I get into enough trouble as it is. But I will
give a hint so you know what I’m talking
about. We all know what the “N”” word is.
It’s so offensive that I won’t spell it out
here. For a black African American the “N”
word has such a strong background and has
caused so much harm that, I'll leave it alone
except for mentioning it to make the point.
The point being that some names are
demeaning and disrespectful for whole
groups of people that don’t deserve it.

Ghaplain Larry Haworth

For the past several years many Viet Nam vets have expe-

rienced healing from their scars of war including hatred of

the Vietnamese people.

During World War II, I was a little kid. I
was eight when the war ended in 1945. 1
remember that we used to holler about put-
ting Tojo in the garbage can. We used to
mock Hitler by putting our left index finger
across our upper lip to simulate his mus-
tache and giving the Nazi salute with our
right hand. We called the Japanese “Japs”
and the Germans “Krauts.” Here’s where it
gets more complicated and Il tell you why:

In war, when someone is actively trying
to bash, maim, and send you to your ances-
tors and it’s one of your functions to send
him to his own ancestors, then I believe it’s
perfectly acceptable to call him bad names.
After all, he (or she) is a proven bad person
in that context. So to call the bad enemy a
Jap, Kraut or other bad name is legitimate in
the situation. However, this principle does
not apply to people who are not your
enemy, even if they are the same ethnic
group as your enemy. To illustrate, I’ll tell
you my friend’s story. Eric was a boy during
WWII. He happened to be Japanese-
American. He lived with his family in
Hawaii. He was fortunate for living there
because at the beginning of the war our gov-
emment forced Japanese-American fami-
lies who lived on the mainland West Coast
to leave their home and business. They were
sent off to an internment camp somewhere
far away in an isolated part of the west. Eric
was Japanese by ethnic background, but he
was American by birth and citizenship. He
came from a certain ethnic background and
so does every American. But Eric was not a
Jap. A Jap was the enemy. A Japanese was a
person deserving the same respect and treat-
ment as everyone else. By the way, Eric
eventually joined the United States Army,
served in Viet Nam where he lost half his
foot, commanded a cav squadron in
Schweinfurt, Germany where I knew him,
and became Chief of Staff of the Army. His
name is Eric Shinseki.

These same principles apply to Viet
Nam. Oh, oh. “Don’t go getting personal,
Chaplain.” OK. I'll just talk about the prin-

ciple, you make the application. You may
have noticed from somewhere that I occa-
sionally repeat names we used in Viet Nam
when we were talking about the enemy, the
VC or NVA. These people were really try-
ing to kill you. That made them fair game
for being called bad names. Note: this only
applied to that certain category of people.
No more. So calling them Gooks, Dinks and
such is fair enough. However, it became
very problematical when our guys would
apply the same names of disrespect across
the board to every person who was
Vietnamese. I’ve made this clear wherever [
go because it’s what I believe and it’s what
I stood for over there in the Nam and back
here at home as well.

As Americans, we stand for certain
human rights based on the value of every
person. Even our constitution says, “all men
are created equal and are endowed by their
creator with certain inalienable rights...”
We violate our American way whenever we
demean a whole group of people just
because of the color of their skin, the shape
if their eyes, or the kind of food they eat.
Whenever we demean people by labeling
them with disrespectful names, it violates
the very reason we fight war. Whatever our
politics of war in Viet Nam, we were there
to at least try to benefit those people. It
doesn’t make sense to fight, die, and sacri-
fice as Americans for people and them
demean them with bad names. It not only
makes no sense, but it violates the very pur-
pose for which our buddies gave their lives
and all of us came back so different from
how we went.

For the past several years many Viet
Nam vets have experienced healing from
their scars of war including hatred of the
Vietnamese people. On the other hand, I've
known Vietnamese people who also hated
Americans because of their own experi-
ences during that war. Both American and
Vietnamese vets sometimes thought of each
other in demeaning ways. I’ve known plen-

Continued on page 22
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Welcome Aboard!

New Members of the 11th Armored Cavalry's Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia (11th ACVVC) since our
last issue of Thunder Run.

NAME UNIT DATES  NAME UNIT DATES
Acuna, Arnold B Troop, 1/11 1969-1969  Hawk, John T H Company, 2/11 1967-1967
Aleman, David O H Company, 2/11 1969-1970  Henagan, Mickey L HHT Regiment and HHT, 3/11 1970-1971
Anderson, David L K Troop, 3/11 1968-1969  Henry, Ronald L HHT Regiment 1970-1971
Anderson, James A B Troop, 1/11 and K Troop, 3/11  1969-1971  Hinojosa, Leonard H Company and G Troop 2/11 1970-1971
Arndt, David C E Troop, 2/11 1968-1968  Hobbie, William L AIR CAV Troop 1968-1969
Ates, Harry E K Troop, 3/11 1966-1967  Howard, Dennis W HHT, 1/11 1970-1970
Bailey, Clark J li HHT Regiment 1968-1969  Howle, Jack D Jr. HOW, 1/11 1970-1971
Bailey, Otis J | Troop, 3/11 1968-1969  Hruby, Dale E HHT, 2/11 and HHT, Regiment 1968-1969
Barberic, Dennis J E Troop, 2/11 1967-1968  Hughes, Guy R HHT Regiment 1967-1968
Benitez, Joachim 510th Engineer Company 1969-1970  Hulik, Edward J 919th Engineers 1970-1971
Bennett, Richard C HHT REGT 1970-1971  Hungerford, Homer AIR CAV Troop and HHT, 2/11 1969-1970
Bergin, Edward J L Troop, 3/11 1969-1970  Hunnicutt, John R HOW, 2/11 and G Troop 1970-1970
Blake, Peter HHT REGT 1968-1969  Hyatt, Jefferson D Jr. K Troop, 3/11 1966-1967
Bowman, Dwight E K Troop, 3/11 1966-1967  lannone, Richard D 37th MED Company 1969-1970
Brennan, Michael D 591st Engineer Company 1967-1967  Itami, David M B Troop, 1/11 1969-1970
Brown, Gary L D Company, 1/11 1967-1968  Jackson, Ronald E HOW, 2/11 1970-1971
Brown, Hal L Jr K Troop, 3/11 1970-1970  Jenkins, Leon HHT Regiment 1967-1968
Brown, Richard B H Company, 2/11 1971-1971  Johnson, Wayne A AIR CAV Troop 1967-1968
Burl, Albert HHT, and F Troop 2/11 1967-1968  Johnston, William D C Troop, 1/11 1970-1970
Bustos, John M 919th Engineers 1967-1968  Jones, King B -

Caldwell, Dennis A | Troop, 3/11 1968-1969  Jones, Phil 398th TRANS 1969-1970
Campbell, Douglas B K Troop, 3/11 1969-1970  Kemp, Ronald | HHT, 1/11 and HHT, 2/11 1970-1971
Carpenter, Ralph A 398th Trans 1968-1969  Kent, Thomas G AIR CAV Troop 1966-1967
Carr, Hoye L 398th Trans 1971-1972  King, Jimmy R HHT Regiment 1969-1970
Carter, Donald A F Troop, 2/11 1967-1968  King, Willie O HHT, 1/11 1967-1968
Carter, Stanley R A Troop, 1/11 1970-1970  Knoche, Verne A K Troop, 3/11 1966-1967
Cawly, John D 541st MID 1970-1971  Kratky, John S Jr. E Troop, 2/11 1968-1969
Clark, Glenn M D Company, and C Troop, 1/11  1968-1969  Kroetsch, George E HHT Regiment 1970-1970
Collins, Charles HOW, 2/11 1968-1969  Lee, Lawrence W E Troop, 2/11 1969-1970
Collins, Thomas C HHT, 1/11 and L Troop, 3/11 1968-1969  Lemons, Tommy | HHT, 3/11 and HHT, 1/11 1966-67 & 70
Colucci, Robert E Jr. D Company, 1/11 1969-1970  Lewis, Stanley R HOW, 1/11 1969-1970
Connolly, Gerald T HOW, 1/11 1970-1971  Lint, Gary 409th RRD 1970-1970
Cranford, Thomas N L Troop, and HHT, 3/11 1968-1969  Littau, James J H Company, 2/11 1970-1970
Crawford, David M 506th S&S Company 1967-1968  Lombardo, Stephen P HHT, 3/11 1969-1969
Crisp, Donald V K Troop, 3/11 1968-1969  Lopata, Robert J 398th TRANS 1969-1971
Crowe, Jody M E Troop, 2/11 1969-1970  Lyons, Tommy L HHT Regiment 1967-1968
Currie, Thomas P D Company, 1/11 1968-1969  Lytle, Timothy HHT, 3/11 1970-1971
Cyr, Raymond L HHT Regiment 1966-1967  Magur, Michael B Troop, 1/11 1966-1967
Daschke, Carl E HOW, 2/11 1966-1967  Malgari, John M HHT, 2/11 1970-1971
Dellinger, Fred L 541st MID and HHT, 3/11 1970-1970  Marino, Peter T Sr. K Troop, 3/11 1969-1970
Dickinson, James R HHT, 1/11 1968-1969  Marquis, Edward M B Troop, and HHT, 1/11 1970-1970
Doremus, John H HHT, 2/11 1967-1968  Marsh, Byron D HHT, 2/11 1970-1970
Duwe, Michael G B Troop, 1/11 and HHT Regiment 1969-1970  Marshman, Hank | Troop, 3/11 1966-1967
Ehrenberg, Arthur 409th RRD 1969-1970  Martin, Michael E L Troop, 3/11 1969-1970
Emory, Morris S Jr. M Company, 3/11 1968-1969  Mccombs, William E HHT REGT 1967-1968
Evans, Denver 506th S&S Company 1968-1969  Mchenry, Robert L K Troop, 3/11 1967-1968
Evans, Pete A L Troop, 3/11 1968-1969  Mcneill, Gary L C Troop, 1/11 1969-1969
Evans, Philip E D Company, 1/11 1968-1970  Merriman, James R 37th MED Company 1969-1970
Faber, Steven E K Troop, 3/11 1969-1970  Miller, Albert W HHT, 1/11 1967-1968
Fischer, Donald G D Company, 1/11 1967-1968  Miller, Sammy A A Troop, 1/11 1969-1970
Gale, Ronald R F Troop, 2/11 1968-1969  Minard, William R L Troop, 3/11 1968-1969
Gallman, David P L Troop, 3/11 1969-1970  Moore, Samuel H F Troop, 2/11 1967-1968
Garland, Stanley D | Troop, 3/11 1968-1969  Morrison, Willie L Sr. E Troop, 2/11 1966-1967
Garner, Joe L D Company, 1/11 1967-1969  Moxley, Paul K G Troop, 2/11 1969-1970
Gautreaux, Ivan P AIR CAV Troop 1966-1967  Myers, Wendell A A Troop, 1/11 1968-1969
Gibbs, Richard J B Troop, 1/11 1966-1967  Nugent, Robert N D Company, 1/11 1969-1969
Golder, Lawrence B HHT Regiment 1968-1969  Pace, David C L Troop, 3/11 1969-1971
Gorby, Walter G E Troop, 2/11 1967-1969  Parker, Charles R HHT Regiment 1967-1968
Gunn, Dennis M | Troop, 3/11 1969-1970  Pehr, Bert L HHT, 3/11 1970-1971
Hanson, Kirby A HHT, 2/11 1966-1967  Pelletier, Roland G 398th TRANS 1970-1972
Harrington, Garry W HOW, 2/11 1969-1969  Ponce, C J HHT, 3/11 1969-1970
Harris, Charles HHT, 1/11 1967-1968  Ponce, Robert F Troop, 2/11 1970-1971
2nd Quarter, 2005 Thunder Run
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Potopa, John A L Troop, 3/11 1968-1969
Price, Henry A L Troop, 3/11 1970-1971
Ramirez, Phillip S Jr. E Troop, 2/11 1969-1970
Ramsey, James L L Troop, 3/11 1968-1969
Ramsey, Michael A | Troop, 3/11 1969-1969
Raper, Ronald E 506th S&S Company 1967-1968
Reddell, Coy L L Troop, 3/11 1966-1967
Reed, David J HHT Regiment 1970-1971
Reinick, Harold R AIR CAV Troop 1968-1969
Reyes, Jose 0 C Troop, 1/11 1970-1971
Riggs, John C 919th Engineers 1970-1971
Ringstad, Michael T H Company, 2/11 1968-1969
Rosie, Peter G Troop, 2/11 1970-1972
Ruiz, Gregorio B Troop, 1/11 1970-1970
Saye, Mike L F Troop, 2/11 1969-1970
Sayers, Kenneth L G Troop, 2/11 1968-1969
Self, Jerry L HHT Regiment and 33rd Chem Det.1969-1970
Sherman, Earland J HOW, 2/11 1971-1971
Shiota, Wilfred | Troop, 3/11 1967-1967
Sierzant, Mark B HHT, 3/11 1968-1969
Smart, Donald L AIR CAV Troop 1969-1970
Spear, Rodger T A Troop, 1/11 1968-1969
Spence, Charles W E Troop, 2/11 1970-1971
Stagliano, David J Sr. HHT, 2/11 1967-1968
Stephens, Alton E 1968-1969
Stephens, James O F Troop, 2/11 1970-1971

NAME UNIT DATES
Stokes, William M lii HHT, 2/11 1971-1972
Stoyanoff, Christie L F Troop, 2/11 1968-1968
Swanger, Jerry F | Troop, 3/11 1965-1967
Swiatek, Daniel A HHT, 3/11 1968-1968
Thorpe, William R HHT, 2/11 1969-1970
Tomchick, James A K Troop, 3/11 1969-1969
Tovar, Mark A F Troop, 2/11 1970-1970
Towe, Danny C E Troop, 2/11 1969-1970
Vandevyer, Michael V HHT Regiment 1969-1970
Vickers, Rannie G B Troop, 1/11 1968-1969
Vollbrecht, Kenney L HHT Regiment 1970-1971
Wagner, Earl L E Troop, 2/11 1969-1970
Wallach, Richard D Company, 1/11 1969-1969
Wasik, Walter E 919th Engineers 1966-1967
Watt, Roland J D Company, 1/11 1967-1967
Weaver, Harmon E L Troop, 3/11 1969-1970
Wilcox, William H B Troop, 1/11 1967-1968
Wilkerson, Danny A Troop, 1/11 1968-1969
Williams, Harry F L Troop, 3/11 1968-1969
Williams, Robert A 1970-1971
Wilson, Frederick L S~ HOW, 3/11 1969-1969
Wood, Loren D | Troop, 3/11 1966-1967
Woodyard, Vernon V HOW, 1/11 1968-1969
Works, Michael | Troop, 3/11 1970-1971
Wurm, Thomas W L Troop, 3/11 1970-1971
Zimmerman, William A HHT, and C Troop, 1/11 1966-1967

The following information has been provided by our Troopers:

From Adrian Vaaler, (HHT, Regiment, 1969 — 1970): The 2nd
Annual Eugene, Oregon 11th Cavalry Picnic will take place on
Saturday, July 16. Start time is noon. Al Murphy has agreed to host
the event again. Last year we began with seven including five
Blackhorse troopers. We have to start somewhere. Also, we will
organize an 11th Cavalry float for the Eugene Veteran’s Day parade
next November. If you’re interested in one or both events, please
email Adrian Vaaler at BlackhorseEugene@aol.com

* *

From Larry E. Hall, (D Company, 1/11, 1969): D Company
will be having a mini reunion in Louisville, Kentucky August 18th
—21st. The reunion will be at the Holiday Inn Airport South, 2715
Fern Valley Road. Telephone is (502) 964 -3311. Room rates are
$65.00 per day plus taxes, which will be good the whole week.
There is a free shuttle to and from the airport. For more informa-
tion contact: Larry E. Hall cavtanker33@msn.com 606-678-5331

* *

From Don Reed, (398th Trans, 1968 — 1969): The Wall That
Heals, The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund’s Traveling Wall will
make a stop in Toledo, Ohio Aug 4-7 2005. Sponsorship for this
stop is by the UAW Veterans Organization and will be at GM
Powertrain Park near Jackman and Alexis Rd. While final plans
for the ceremonies are still being finalized, I would like to know if
any local Blackhorse Troopers would be interested in participating
in a wreath laying to remember our Brothers. I know this is during
the reunion but perhaps those who cannot go there can come here.
If interested contact: Don Reed, 7310 Silo Meadows Temperance,
Mi 48182, Phone: (734) 847-1767. trkdon@hotmail.com

* *

From Ron Krueger (HHT, 1/11, 1966 — 1967): Come Join Us!
Everyone Welcome! The 14th Annual Northern California
Blackhorse Potluck / BBQ. Saturday, Oct. 1, 2005 from 11:00 to
7277, Slidehill Park, Davis, California. Bring something to BBQ,
something to share (salad, desert, or munchies) and beverage of
choice. Directions: I-80 to Davis, Take the Mace Blvd. Exit off I-
80. Proceed north around bend (Mace becomes Covell Blvd.) to
Monarch Lane, turn left, and then first right on Temple. Park is one
block ahead on left. Watch for balloons and signs. RSVP: Ron
Krueger, (530) 758-0351. ronkrue@hotmail.com.

* *

From Billy R. Montgomery, (HHT, 3/11,1969): In either late
October or more probable early November of 1969, I was sent to be
track commander on a flame track, in the field with I Troop. The
previous T.C. had been killed. Operations were on going near Tai
Ninh where I was flown to report to serve on this vehicle. Upon
arrival, I remember persons from the 919th Engineers sweeping the
area around the vehicle. One of these men said it was clear and that
I could radio the I Troop C.O. as to where we were to fall into col-
umn. After receiving orders, we moved maybe 20 ft. and hit a mine.
I recall several men coming to the vehicle and as with them my con-
cerns were more with the fellow who was driving. He had gotten a
broken nose and was bleeding badly. There was a medic there, and
about 4 other men, one of them had taken down some pertinent
information, telling me that it may be of importance later in life.
Any verification of this incident could help me greatly with VA
claim. Ifyou can help, contact: Billy R. Montgomery, P.O. Box 24,
Hereford, CO 80732. Phone: (970) 895-2442.
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Journey to Fiddler’s Green

We're sorry to report the following Troopers have taken the journey to Fiddler's Green. Our deepfelt sympathy and
sincere condolences to their families and friends. (Editor s Note: Thanks to Allen Hathaway s diligent research we have
found many brothers who passed away in recent years that we did not know about. Because of this, our Fiddler s Green

column is longer this quarter and will be for a few quarters until we have a chance to honor all our fallen brethren).

Kenneth 0. Barton, who served with
B Troop, 1/11, (1970) passed
away on November 8, 2004. He
was a member of the 11th
ACVVC and lived in Florida.

Norman J. Bellomy, who served
with B Troop, 1/11 (1969 —
1970) passed away on
December 16, 2003. He was a
life member of the 11th ACVVC
of the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Louisville, Kentucky.

Ronnie D. Briley, who served with
HHT, 3/11, (1970) passed away
on October 17, 2000. He was a
life member of the 11th ACVVC
and lived in Columbiana,
Alabama.

Thomas M. Bunce, who served with
| Troop, 3/11(1967-1969)
passed away on March 19,
2004. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Scio, Oregon.

Michael E. Burks, who served with |
Troop, 3/11(1967-1969) passed
away on May 3, 2001. He was a
life member of the 11th ACVVC
and lived in Libby, Montana.

Joseph P. Calabrese, who served
with | Troop, 3/11(1969) passed
away on January 21, 2001. He
was a life member of the 11th
ACVVC and lived in Weston,
Florida.

Lyndell Cavender, who served with
the 409th RRD, (1967-1968)
passed away on September 14,
2004. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Chandler, Texas.

Albert C. Charles, who served with
B Troop, 1/11 (1968-1969)
passed away on January 2,
1999. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Willingboro, New Jersey.

Douglas V. Cheers, who served with
K Troop, 3/11 (1970) passed
away on October 11, 2003. He
was a life member of the 11th
ACVVC and lived in Wichita,
Kansas.

Edward A. Clark, who served with
How Battery, 1/11 (1970)

passed away on September 12,
1999. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Lancaster, New York.

Vincent L. Clayton, who served with
HHT, 2/11 (1970) passed away
on September 14, 2002. He was
a life member of the 11th ACVVC
and lived in Saint Louis,
Missouri.

CSM Charles E. Cowan, (USA, Ret.)
who served as the First Sergeant
of the Air Cavalry Troop (1970 —
1971), passed away on February
21, 2005. He was a life member
of the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Louisville, Kentucky.

Robert W. Croisetiere, who served
with E Troop, 2/11(1970-1971)
passed away on December 14,
1999. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in Port
St. Lucie, Florida.

James W. Custer, who served with
the 19th TASS, (1970-1971)
passed away on May 29, 2001.
He was a life member of the 11th
ACVVC and lived in Birchwood,
Tennessee.

Robert W. Dickenson, who served
with F Troop, 2/11 (1968)
passed away on November 27,
2004. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Dayton, Ohio.

James E. Farmer, who served with
G Troop, 2/11 (1969-1970)
passed away on May 30, 2001.
He was a life member of the 11th
ACVVC and lived in Crothersville,
Indiana.

William M. Fast, who served with
HHT, Regiment (1966 — 1967)
passed away. He lived in Jasper,
Missouri.

Martin G. Fogelson, who served
with HHT, Regiment, (1968)
passed away on August 9, 1998.
He was a life member of the 11th
ACVVC and lived in Brooklyn,
New York.

Andrew J. Gorski, who served with
HHT, 1/11 (1970) passed away
on May 15, 2000. He was a life
member of the 11th ACVVC and
lived in Johnson City, Tennessee.

Eugene L. Gray, who served with
HHT, 2/11, (1967 — 1968)

passed away on November 19,
1994. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Powder Springs, Georgia.

John A. Groby, Jr., who served with
| Troop, 3/11, (1968) passed
away on June 17, 2001. He lived
in Doniphan, Missouri.

Robert W. Green, who served with
the 37th Medical Company,
(1967-1968) passed away on
March 4, 2004. He was a life
member of the 11th ACVVC and
lived in Harrah, Oklahoma.

James A. Griffin, who served with H
Company, 2/11, (1970-1971)
passed away on June 11, 1999.
He was a life member of the 11th
ACVVC and lived in Bay City,
Michigan.

Harry J. Hahn, who served with the
409th RRD (1969-1970) passed
away on July 2, 2002. He was a
life member of the 11th ACVVC
and lived in Kingston, Tennessee.

John M. Harrison, who served with
HHT, 3/11, (1968-1969) passed
away on May 8, 1999. He was a
life member of the 11th ACVVC
and lived in Amarillo, Texas.

Michael W. Harvey, who served
with HOW Battery, 2/11
(1968-1969) passed away on
February 6, 2000. He was a life
member of the 11th ACVVC and
lived in Salem, Oregon.

John E. Hershberger, who served
with the Regiment in Vietnam,
(unit unknown), passed away on
August 13, 1991. He lived in
Lewistown, Pennsylvania.

Leonard L. Hogland, who served
with G Troop, 2/11(1968-1969)
passed away on April 20, 1996.
He was a life member of the 11th
ACVVC and lived in Davenport,
lowa.

Ronald L. Hoppe, who served with
HHT, 2/11, (1971-1972) passed
away on November 10, 2003. He
was a life member of the 11th
ACVVC and lived in Poplar Grove,
lllinois.

Merritte W. Ireland, who served
with HHT, Regiment, (1968)

passed away on July 31, 2000.
He was a life member of the 11th
ACVVC and lived in Golden,
Colorado.

George J. Jackson, who served with
E Troop, 2/11, (1967-1968)
passed away on October 16,
1997. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Orangeburg, South Carolina.

Edward S. Karolski, who served
with | Troop, 3/11, (1968)
passed away on June 25, 2003.
He was a life member of the 11th
ACVVC and lived in Dearborn,
Michigan.

Cecil Dennis Keener, who served
with HHT, 2/11, (1971-1972)
passed away on January 8,
2004. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Indianapolis, Indiana.

Ronnie K. Krause, who served with
F Troop, 2/11, (1968-1969)
passed away on December 15,
2002. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Oregon, Wisconsin.

Jerry M. Lassiter, who served with
the 541st. MID, (1970) passed
away on February 11, 1998. He
was a member of the 11th
ACVVC and lived in Richmond,
Virginia.

David Lester, who served with |
Troop, 3/11, (1969) passed
away on November 28, 2004. He
was a life member of the 11th
ACVVC and lived in Aberdeen,
Maryland.

Norman M. Lindjord, who served
with HOW Battery, 3/11, (1969
-1970) passed away on
February 6, 2005. He was a life
member of the 11th ACVVC and
lived in Edmonds, Washington.

Thomas J. Litney, who served with
the 541st MID, (1969 —1970)
passed away on December 11,
2004. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Folsom, California.

Francis H. Lloyd, who served with L
Troop, 3/11, (1969) passed
away on November 11, 2004. He
was a life member of the 11th
ACVVC and lived in Muncie,
Indiana.
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James W. Lord, who served with
HHT, 1/11, (1969-1970) passed
away on October 27, 1999. He
was a life member of the 11th
ACVVC and lived in Vinton,
Virginia.

Joseph J. Macdonald, who served
with L Troop, 3/11, (1970)
passed away on February 12,
1996. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Phoenix, Arizona.

Joseph F. Machukay, who served
with F Troop, 2/11, (1971-1972)
passed away on August 24,
2004. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in San
Carlos, Arizona.

Jerry D. Messamore, who served
with G Troop, 2/11, (1971)
passed away on October 31,
1999. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Havre De Grace, Maryland.

Gordon R. Messer, who served with
HOW Battery, 2/11, (1970)
passed away on August 12,
1999. He lived in Palmer Lake,
Colorado.

William B. Miller, who served with
F Troop, 2/11, (1969-1970)
passed away on July 31, 2003.
He was a life member of the 11th
ACVVC and lived in Spring Lake,
Michigan.

Gary W. Morgan, who served with
HOW Battery, 3/11(1967-1968)
passed away on. He was a life
member of the 11th ACVVC and
lived in Kokomo, Indiana.

Robert W. Morgensen, who served
with B Troop, 1/11, (1968-1971)
passed away on June 5, 2004.
He was a life member of the 11th
ACVVC and lived in Piketon,
Ohio.

Danny C. Neal, who served with the
124th CS Detachment,
(1970-1971) passed away on
November 19, 2004. He was a
life member of the 11th ACVVC
and lived in Rogersville,
Alabama.

Jerry L. Newton, who served with G
Troop, 2/11,(1966-1967) passed
away on. July 17, 2002. He was
a life member of the 11th ACVVC
and lived in Leesburg, Indiana.

Tommie C. Neystel, who served
with the 37th Medical Company,
(1967-1968) passed away on
October 15, 2003. He was a life
member of the 11th ACVVC and
lived in Meridian, Texas.

Rollie Otis, Jr., who served with C
Troop, 1/11, (1966-1967)

passed away on September 24,
1998. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Laporte, Indiana.

Richard W. Paisley, who served
with B Troop, 1/11, (1969-1970)
passed away on May 29, 2001.
He was a life member of the 11th
ACVVC and lived in Indian
Harbour Beach, Florida.

Arno C. Pappe, who served with K
Troop. 3/11, (1970-1971)
passed away on January 7,
2004. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Truckee, California.

Jose B. Perez, who served with H
Company, 2/11 (1966 — 1967)
passed away. He was a life
member of the 11th ACVVC and
lived in Hialeah, Florida.

R. G. Melton G. Ragland, who
served with HHT, 3/11,
(1968-1969) passed away on
November 14, 2003. He was a
life member of the 11th ACVVC
and lived in Anniston, Alabama.

Carlton B. Reading, who served
with L Troop, 3/11, (1967-1968)
passed away on December 2,
2004. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Points, West Virginia.

Milton J. Roberts, who served with
HHT, 1/11, (1966-1967) passed
away on January 22, 2000. He
was a life member of the 11th
ACVVC and lived in Hephzibah,
Georgia.

John G. Russell, who served with H
Company, 2/11, (1966-1967)
passed away on March 28,
1995. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Indianapolis, Indiana.

Floyd A. Sanders, who served with
K Troop, 3/11, (1967-1968)
passed away on January 9,
2001. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Kemp, Texas.

Bill F. Sharp, who served with the
37th Medical Company, (1968)
passed away on June 29, 1996.
He was a life member of the 11th
ACVVC and lived in Huber
Heights, Ohio.

Daniel L. Shultz, who served with L
Troop, 3/11, (1970-1971)
passed away on August 11,
2004. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in Deer
Park, Texas.

Harold F. Smith, who served with |
Troop, 3/11, (1968-1969)

passed away on November 6,
2002. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Lake Worth, Florida.

Samuel F. Sprague, who served
with K Troop, 3/11, (1969-1970)
passed away on August 22,
2004. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Brookings, Oregon.

Sheldon G. Strong, who served with
K Troop, 3/11, (1969-1970)
passed away on February 23,
2005. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Knoxboro, New York.

Richard W. Sullivan, who served
with HHT, 3/11, (1969-1970)
passed away on November 16,
2003. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Fletcher, Oklahoma.

Jack J. Thomas, who served with
HHT, 1/11, (1968-1969) passed
away on July 11, 2003. He was
a life member of the 11th ACVVC
and lived in Boynton Beach,
Florida.

James E. Tompkins, who served
with HHT, 1/11, (1967-1968)
passed away on July 10, 2004.
He was a life member of the 11th
ACVVC and lived in Clanton,
Alabama.

David L. Ulbrich, who served with
HHT, 3/11, (1969-1970) passed
away on March 23, 2002. He
was a life member of the 11th
ACVVC and lived in Mentor, Ohio.

Richard J. Wolfrom, Il, who served
with K Troop, 3/11, (1968)
passed away on July 26, 2004.
He lived in Findlay, Ohio.

Walter K. Upp, who served with
HHT, 2/11, (1971) passed away
on September 27, 1993. He was
a life member of the 11th ACVVC
and lived in Merriam, Kansas.

Thomas Vandeventer, who served
with K Troop, 3/11, (1970)
passed away on October 23,
2004. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Bloomington, Indiana.

Gordon R. Wagner, who served with
C Troop, 1/11, (1967-1968)
passed away on September 5,
2004. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Jenison, Michigan.

Richard Hugh Wallace, who served
with HHT, 2/11, (1967-1968)
passed away on September 1,
2004. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in
Winter Park, Florida.

Kenneth P West, who served with
HHT, 1/11, (1969-1970) passed
away on April 22, 2000. He was
a life member of the 11th ACVVC
and lived in Crossville,
Tennessee.

Kirwan T. White, who served with
HHT, Regiment, (1970-1971)
passed away on December 1,
1997. He was a life member of
the 11th ACVVC and lived in La
Grange, Kentucky.

Charles F. Wilson, who served with
the 33rd. Chemical Detachment,
(1967-1968) passed away on
November 10, 2000. He was a
life member of the 11th ACVVC
and lived in Joplin, Missouri.

David L. Wolff, who served with
HHT, 1/11, (1969) passed away
on March 18, 2005. He was a
life member of the 11th ACVVC
and lived in Fort Worth, Texas.

Standing there looking down,

Our Young Soldiers
By: Dale R. Sabine, 3rd. Platoon, K Troop, 3/11, 1967

The smoke of battle begins to clear,
and we see a young soldier standing there.

at many friends lying on the ground.

Some are wounded, some are dead.

All for freedom so many have bled,

through the bright of day and the dark of the night.

These brave young men do stand to fight,

these men their lives are always giving.

So those loved ones can continue under freedom living . . .
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THE 11th ACVVC 20TH ANNIVERSARY REUNION

COLORADO SPRINGS,CO ¢ <

Hotels

Primary Hotel: Sheraton Colorado Springs. 2886 South Circle
Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80906. $89.00 per night. 1-(800)
981-4012 or 1-(719) 576-5900 (direct to hotel). Limited avail-
ability.

Primary back-up hotel: Comfort Inn Colorado Springs South.
1410 Harrison Road, Colorado Springs, CO 80906. $85.00+ tax
per night. 1-(800) 424-6423 or (719) 579-6900 (direct to hotel).
Secondary back-up hotel: Best Western Executive Inn and
Suites, 1440 Harrison Road, Colorado Springs, CO 80906.
$89.00+ tax per night. 1-(800) 937-8376 or (719) 576-2371
(direct to hotel).

BE SURE YOU MENTION THE 11TH ARMORED CAVALRY
TO GET THE SPECIAL RATE.

Free Colorado Springs (COS) Airport Shuttle to Hotel!

(Or fly to Denver (DIA) and rent a car-1 1/2hr Drive to Hotel)
If you fly into Colorado Springs or Denver by United Air

Lines, the DISCOUNT CODE is 531 CE and is good from July

31 to August 10, 2005

You'll find an abundance of unique cultural and recreational
opportunities awaiting you in Colorado Springs. Enjoy breath-
taking views of Pikes Peak, our most prominent landmark, or go
to the top of this 14,410 ft Mountain. You can also visit the mag-
nificent Garden of the Gods Park with its red sandstone forma-
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tions or visit the Air Force Academy Colorado's most visited man
made attraction. Many other attractions await you, as well as a
myriad of shopping and dining opportunities in our downtown
area.

Plan an extended vacation in one of the prime destination
vacation spots in the USA.

¢ Great weather! - August average hi 81*- lo 55*

¢ Pikes Peak (America's Mountain) (Cog Railroad To Top)
¢ Garden Of The Gods

+ Royal Gorge (World's Highest Suspension Bridge)

¢ US Air Force Academy

¢ Fort Carson

¢ US Olympic Hq And Training Center

¢ US Figure Skating Hall Of Fame

¢ Cripple Creek (Old Mining Town, Limited Stakes Gaming)
¢ North Pole Santa's Workshop

¢ Seven Falls

¢ Cheyenne Mountain Zoo

¢ Cave Of The Winds

¢ Ghost Town

¢ Manitou Cliff Dwellings

14™ ANNUAL MARTY OGNIBENE
MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

Thursday, August 4, 2005

Fort Carson Golf Club
Building 7800 Titus Blvd

Average Score

Home Phone

State Zip

Average Score

Average Score

Name
Fort Carson, CO 80913 :
i Address
Phone 1-719-526-4122
i City
Brand new club facilities!
$55 per golfer includes greens fees, carts, Name
balls, tees, lunch and prizes! Fill in the N
form and mail it to the address below with : ame
a check for $55 per golfer (payable to Joe | Name

Average Score

Coopet). Form and fee must be received in :
Minnesota by July 15, 2005 to guarantee :
your entry! i

You don't need a foursome to enter. Include
your average score for 18 holes and I'll pair
you with a golfer of equal talent or include
the names of all golfers in the group for
whom you are paying. This outing is open
to men and women.

Don't delay!!! Mail today!!! FORE!

i Mail Checks To: Joe Cooper, Golf Tournament Director,
9289 Parkside Drawe,
Call 651-578-2857 if you have questions. You will receive confirmation in the mail if your reg-
istration fee is paid by July 15, 2004. All entries must be prepaid. This year we will be play-
ing at one of Colorado's best facilities. They have a dress code to include: 1) No denim (Blue
jeans), 2) No tank tops or T-shirts. Shirts must have collars, 3) Soft spike only facility.

All Colorado Blackhorse Troopers if you cant make it for the whole three days or the Reunion
come and join your Blackhorse Brothers in a day of golf you may meet a old friend you have
not seen in 33 years. Hope to see you there.

Woodbury, MN 55125

2nd Quarter, 2005
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REGISTRATION FORM

COLORADO SPRINGS REUNION XX
Thursday, August 4 thru Sunday, August 7, 2005

Registration fees are $65.00 per Adult, $50.00 for children 12 and under, and $30.00 for children 12 and under who do not attend ’the§
Saturday night banquet (option not available if over 12 years old). This fee is required for attendance at any of the scheduled program
i events including Thursday and Friday Bunker Parties and Saturday Banquet dinner. H

Banquet seating in the main ballroom will be on a “First Registered, First In” basis and those later registrants may have to go to an “Overflow 5
Room” if one is needed (A closed circuit TV system would service the “overflow” room to insure all can view banquet events). After July
i 24 and at the door, the registration fee will be an additional $10.00 to all above prices (only if space is available). :

Please Print All Information:

Name: Telephone No:
Address: Email address:
: City/State/Zip:
Unit Assignment: Years in Country
list only one Troop/Company (ie 1966-1967 or ‘70-'71)

¢ (This will be your seating assignment for the Saturaay night banquet dinner)

: Attendees

List first and last name for each person and, if 12 or under, whether child will attend the Sat banquet: Yes or No
{ $
$
$
$
éBanquet Meal Selection:(Indicate no. of each): _ Chicken  Beef _ Veggie Special dietary needs: OvYes O No

 Wheelchair requirements: (3 Yes ©J No  Is this your first reunion (3 Yes O3 No

Send check/money order (no cash please) for the full amount, payable to: 11 ACVVC REUNION XX, or complete information below for
¢ Visa or MasterCard.

Also if you would like to take a trip to Cripple Creek, an old mining and gambling town, please check here CJ. We need this # for

busses on Friday. The busses should be free of charge, but there might be a $5 or $10 fee that you will get back when you arrive in
¢ Cripple Creek.

Visa or MasterCard (Check one)  Card # Exp. Date:

Signature ( Required)

Mail To: 11 ACVVC Reunion XX
: ¢/o Ollie Pickral
15341 General Puller Hwy
Deltaville, VA 23043
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CHAPLAIN from page 15

ty of these same vets who have healed and
reconciled. They have overcome the hatred
and disrespect that brought about those bad
names. Many of my own buddies have
gone back to Viet Nam to visit. They were
greeted and accepted warmly and even
enthusiastically by the Vietnamese, espe-
cially when the people recognized that they
were American and not Russian. Many of
these Nam vets have told me their stories.
It’s emotionally and spiritually freeing to
quit regarding people with demeaning
names just because of how they look.

There’s a verse in the Bible that fits the
situation. It’s in Galatians 3:28 and says,
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor
free, male nor female, for you belong to
Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and
heirs according to the promise.” There’s
another one that fits too. It’s where Jesus
was talking about the greatest command-
ment. He said, “Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind. This is the first and
greatest commandment. And the second is
like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.””
(Matthew 22:37-38). Your neighbor is
everybody, even if they are part of an eth-
nic group different than your own ethnic
group.

God bless you. God loves you. So do L.
Chaplain Larry Haworth
176 Rainbow Drive, #7627
Livingston, Texas 77399
LEHaworth@aol.com

From the Quartermaster...

Greetings to all. Our nonex-
istent winter is turning into
official spring and the new green plants and
the old black bears are appearing in our yard
again! This means that it is not too early to
start thinking about this year’s reunion in
Colorado Springs. I would like to remind
everyone that there will be a period of sever-
al weeks around the reunion that the mail
order QM store will be closed. The inventory
will be packed up and sent to Colorado
Springs. Upon return to Montana, there may
well be items that are sold out at the reunion
and will be on backorder when you send in
your orders. As usual I will attempt to get all
orders filled completely or partially as soon as
I can. I would just ask for your patience and
understanding when your orders are not filled
as quickly as they usually are.

There will be a Reunion Golf shirt avail-
able at the reunion. These shirts are a limited
item and sell out quickly. We can only stock a
reasonable number of them so that we are not
left with overstock that does not sell after the
reunion. We do have a new item available in
the QM store. This is a white windbreaker
(coaches jacket on some order forms) it is
available in size small through 3X. It is a
lighter jacket that can be worn during the
warmer times of the year. It has the left breast
area embroidered with gold crossed sabers
with 11 over them, a Blackhorse Patch logo,
Vietnam Ribbon and the words Vietnam 66-

Rodney H. George

Through the QM store at the reunion,
you will be able to have your items
individually embroidered after you
purchase them.

72 in black. It is a very nice looking item and
will be regularly stocked in the QM store.

Through the QM store at the reunion, you
will be able to have your items individually
embroidered after you purchase them. Chuck
& Kathi Bowers are one of the QM store’s
vendors and have agreed to again bring their
embroidery machine to the reunion to provide
a service to you that cannot be done through
our normal QM store activities. Chuck is also
an 11th ACVVC member of “L” Troop.

I would also like to remind you that our
history book “Blackhorse Regiment in
Vietnam™ has been selling very well and is an
issue that will not be reprinted, If you want
copies for yourselves, children or grandchil-
dren there are a limited number of copies left
and when they are sold out they will not be
available again.

Elida and I are looking forward to seeing
everyone again. We had to miss last year’s
reunion because of previous commitments
and the terminal illness of Elida’s mother. It
will be good to be among the Blackhorse
again!

Allons

Need Directions?

Dave Tessier offers the following travel tips to help you find the reunion hotel

From Denver come out of the airport on Pena Blvd start
looking for Toll rd 470 as soon as you leave the airport

take 470 south to C/S when you get to I-25 go south to
C/S stay on it till you get to Ex 138 turn left on Circle Dr

the Hotel is on your left about 500 yds Have a safe trip.

Have a safe trip.

From Colorado Springs when you leave the airport stay
on Drennan Rd till you get to Academy Blvd turn left on
Academy Bvld till you get to I-25 North stay on the right
side of Academy Bvld get on |-25 North till you get to Ex
138 turn right look to your left the hotel is about 200 yds.

Pena Blvd.
— Hotel Drennan Rd.
O
470 to C/S Academy Blvd.
Circle Dr.
EX138 Hotel 1-25 North Denver
n }
Circle Drive Ex
1-25 South C/S
2nd Quarter, 2005 Thunder Run



Quartermaster

11TH ARMORED GAVALRY’S VETERANS OF VIETNAM AND GAMBODIA

ORDER FORM
Product Description Code $Amt Size Qty $ Total
Coffee Mug, white Acrylic 110z w/full color BIaCKNOISE iNSIGNIa .........ccoevrvveevriirieeicesscessceee e 10.00 _
Hat, Black Poplin adjustable w/full color direct embroidery Blackhorse insignia 10.00 -
Key ring, 1. 5 “ Acrylic square w/full color BIackhOrSe iNSIgnia ........coueeeurirereereriirennceesesesseeeee s 3.00 _
Bumper Sticker “I Rode With The Blackhorse w/full color BH iNSIGNIa ..........cccoeviiereiniiiniinieineneseeseiseieas 2.00 -
Window Sticker, full color BH insignia and Vietnam service ribbon ... 2.00 _
History Book, “Blackhorse Regiment in Vietnam” ...........ccccocoeeeee. 25.00 -
Book, “Tales of Thunder Run” by Lary Haworth, Chaplain .............c.ccccccueueeee. 11.00 _
Watch, BH insignia on face, leather band (indicate choice) Man’s Woman'’s ... 20.00 _
Blackhorse Shoulder Patch, (indicate choice) O colored O subdued ......... 4.00 -
Coin, 11th ACVVC, BH insignia, crossed abers, together then, together again ............cccccooveveeeeicccceeee 10.00 .
Belt Buckle, solid brass w/crossed sabers & BH iNSIGNIA ..........ccoieviiriiniinieierceeeese e 20.00 -
Flag, indoor/outdoor 3'x5” with color insignia ~ ...ccccoevevee. 50.00 o
Lighter, “Zippo” style brushed chrome w/full color BH insignia 15.00 .
License Plate, metal red & white background with crossed sabers & 11 ..o 5.00 .
License Plate Frame, metal, black w/Blackhorse 11th US Cavalry in WHIte .........ccooviiiniiineccncciens 6.00 o
Attache Case w/shoulder strap 11.5” x 15.5” w/dir emb. BH insignia & VN rib 30.00 -
Tote Bag, red & black, 14xI1x6 w/full color BH insignia and VN rib ................ 20.00 -
BIACKNOTSE PIN ... 4.00 _
11th ACR REGIMENLAI CrEST ...ttt 4.00 o
Pin, “Xuan Loc” .......cccvuveenes 4.00 _
Pin, “Quan Loi" ..., 4.00 -
Pin, “100 Year Aniversary of 11th Cav” .......c.cccovcvrvrennne. 4.00 _
Blackhorse Cavalry Pin, brass, 11 over crossed Sabers ...........ccccococcveecceccecerecereenenns 5.00 o
Reunion pin (circle choice), Indianapolis, Las Vegas, Appleton, San Diego, Eugene, Daytona ..............cccccccvvennene. 1.00 -
Blackhorse Women’s Pendant w/chain, 10k gold w/full BH iNSIgnia ..........ccccoeuviuviuvemeinieininisseseseseses 80.00 -
Gear Bag, red with color BH inSignia (1IXTTX21) ... 35.00 -
M-113 ACAV, 1/43 Scale MOdel ........ccooeviriireeeeceeeseeieieas 42.50 o
Men’s Ring, 10k gold w/full color BH insignia on face (specify size) . 275.00 -
Blackhorse Patch TEMPOrary TAI0O ............ccoieiiirieriiiricinieirise s 3.00 _
Blackhorse Video (based on book) (specify format) 0 VHSTI DVD ......ccccovvviirriiiceceeee e 30.00 -
Blackhorse Tshirt, 100% cotton, preshrunk, full color BH insignia.
Specify color: T AShC BIack (CRECK ONE) ......c.vieeueiriiicieice e B 16.00 - - -
Henley Shirt, 100% cotton, short sleeve, round neck w/full color BH insignia and VN ribbon.
Specify color: O REATI WRItE e B 20.00 - -
Golf Shirt, 100% cotton w/full color BH insignia on left front.
Specify color: TRed 3 White (CRECK ONE) .......vviveeiiceciece e B 30.00 - - -
Blackhorse Sweatshirt, 50% cotton, 50% acrylic w/full color BH insignia.
Specify color: T ASh{ BIack (CRECK ONE) ......c.viueueiricieiece e B 25.00 - - -
Blackhorse Jacket, 100% Nylon, snap front, quilted lining w/full color BH insignia,
(6” back ), crossed sabers (front right) and Allons insignia (front 16ft) ... B 75.00 - -
Women’s Sleeveless Shirt w/BH insignia. (available in size small also)
Specify color: O Butter Yellow 3 White (ChECK ONE) ....covuiviiiiiicsceceeee s B 20.00 - -
Windbreaker, white w/snap front, crossed sabers w/11BH patch logo, VN Ribbon, Vietnam 66-72 on left brest.
Sizes: Small thru 3X available s B 35.00 - - -
Note: unless otherwise noted, all clothing items are available in size medium through size 3XL
Specify size and color preference of item requested.
Subtotal
Shipping Costs: A items = $3.00; B items = $5.00 (max shipping is $7.50 per order): C items = $7.50 Shipping and Handling —
Total
O visa J Mastercard Card # Exp. Date
Signature
Name Phone
Address
City/State/Zip
3 Check if address change
Please include the largest of chosen items S/H costs with your order. Maximum per order form charge is $7.50. Checks or Money Orders should be
made payable to “11th ACVVC.” Allow six weeks for processing and delivery. Prices effective until 06/30/05. Previous price lists invalid. Mail
order to: 11th ACVVC Quartermaster, c/o Rodney H. George, 21450 West Nine Mile Road, Huson, MT 59846.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION .

11th ARMORED CAVALRY'S VETERANS OF VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA

Membership is open to all troopers who served with or were attached to the | Ith Armored Cavalry Regiment while in
: the countries of Vietnam or Cambodia from August 1966 thru March 1972. Membership is also open to the wives, par-
i ents and children of our Troopers killed in action. i

- NAME PHONE
. ADDRESS
. CITY/STATE/ZIP

L UNIT DATES: FROM TO
: (Troop,Sqdn) (Mo/Yr) (Mo/Yr)

| SER NO RANK (during tour) SSN NO
: OTHER INFORMATION
: TYPE MEMBERSHIP: [J NEW () RENEWAL MEMBERSHIP NUMBER
: (J ANNUAL ($15)  [J LIFE ($100)

: (CJ LIFE Plan ($25 enclosed, plus 3 payments of $25 in 3, 6 and 9 months)
IN ADDITION, PLEASE ACCEPT MY TAX DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION FOR $
i | authorize the release of my address/phone number to other Troopers who served with the 11th ACR

. (Sign)

.0 visa [ Mastercard Card # Exp. Date

Signature :
Please make checks/money orders payable to: 11th ACV VC. Mail this form with your check or money order (no cash) :
i to: 11th ACVVC Membership, Ollie Pickral, 15341 General Puller Hwy, Deltaville, VA 23043. :

#* #* * Membership is Our Strength * # %

It’s not the price you pay to belong,
It’s the price you paid to become eligible to join

Thunder Run NONPROFIT ORG.
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