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AN LOC — Elements of the
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment
killed 50 enemy soldiers during
fighting around An Loc June 9th.
This was near the area where
Second Squadron had killed 94
enemy in tygo days fighting pre-

viously.

The 9th’s fighting began when
Blackhorse tanks and ACAVs
rushed to the aid of two com-
panies of First Infantry Division
infantrymen pinned down under
heavy enemy fire, An armored
thrust through the ememy force
broke the attack and resulted in
36 enemy dead.

236 VC Killed Buring itilr Cav Auions

The day before in the Black-
horse basecamp AO “B” Troop-
ers and armored cavalry ele-
ments from the 18th ARVN Diyi-
sion had been sweeping along
Route One, east of Xuan Loc,
when they ran into an estimated
battalion-sized enemy force dug
in and waiting to ambush friend-
ly forces.

A sweep of the battle area the
next morning turned up 41 VC
bodies.

“As soon as we hit them we
knew that we were in something
big,” recalled CPT William Han-
nah, “B” Troop commander.

“RPGs were a dime a dozen. I
still don’t see how our casualties
were so light.”

Also on the 9th “L” Troop
ACAVs were ambushed by an
enemy force using small arms,
automatic weapons, and RPGs.
While Blackhorse helicopter
gunships kept the enemy from
fleeing, ‘L’ Troop overran the
enemy position. Twelve enemy
bodies and numerous weapons
were found,

“F” Troop also got into the
act June 9th, The cavalrymen
popped an ambush en three ene-
my soldiers and got all three.

VUC Approved

BLACKHORSE—President Nixon has awarded the
Presidential Unit Citation to the First Squadron and the
attached 1st Platoon of the 919th Engineer Company.

First Squadron was cited for helping irustrate the
Viet Cong offensive aimed at the Saigon area during the
period May 11-June 3 of last year.

During 22 days the Squadron fought seven major
engagements with elements of the 9th Viet Cong Div. As
a result the Viet Cong were unable to move its force into
Saigon and thus could not carry out a planned offensive.

The entire Regiment is slated to hold formal cere-

. monies during which the second highest US unit citation,

the Valorous Unit-Citation, and the highest Vietnamese
unit award, the Vietna Cross of Gallantry with Palm.

The Valorous Un‘i?‘Citation covers the Regiment’s
activities from 31 Jan 68 to 5 Feb 1968. The Cross of Gal-
lantry with Palm covers the period 7 Sep 66 to 10 Aug 68.

In addition the Third Squadron is to receive a Va-
lorous Unit Citation for the period 19 June 67 to 21 Jul 67.

Ceremonies to present the awards have been sched-
uled several times but have had to be postponed due to the
tactical involvement of the Regiment’s force.

The awards may be worn by 11th Cav Troopers but
must be removed from your uniform should you go to a
different unit. The only exception to this are those cavalry-
men who were members of the units receiving the award
during the time listed in the citation. They may wear the

umt c.tatzcn nbbons no matter what unit that they ars s
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At present, papemork is pendmg oni ether Blackhorse
unit awards. A Presidential Unit Citation for the 1st
Squadron was submitted in July 1967 for actions covering
the period 21 November to 2 Dec 66. It was forwarded to
Department of the Army on 9 Jul 68 by United States
Army Pacific.

Prior to the Valorous Unit Citation 3rd Squadron re-
ceived a Meritorious Unit Commendation for the period
13 Sep 66 to 31 May 67. A Presidential Unit Citation for
3rd Squadron and attached units was initiated on 4 Jul 68
for actions from 30 Jan 68 to 30 June 68. i

The 919th Engineers Company has also won the Meri-
torious Unit Citation.
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NEW THIRD SQUADRON COMMANDER—LTC David K. Doyle, of |
(left photo) addresses his men after becoming com-

Wilmington, Del.,

manding officer of Third Squadron. (right photo) Among the people that
congratulated LTC Doyle was Major General Orwin C. Talbott, Com- '
manding General of the First Infantry Division.

S

This is LTC Doyle’s second tour with the Blackhor’se in Vletnam He
?erved as Third Squadron S-3 from June, 1967 to July, 1968.
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Tribute
To The

The BLACKHORSE will lose
~some special friends this month
by DEROS. They are people who
helped make this the best fight-
ing outfit in Vietnam. They are
also the ‘people who through
their cooperation, information,
and advice, helped us to better
tell the story to the world about
just how good the Blackhorse
Regiment really is.

Most are quiet, efficient men
that stay in the background.
They are people like -the S-4,
LTC Glen Finkbinder. He’s the
man who makes sure the Troop-
ers have ammo, equipment to
carry out their mission.

There are two men in the TOC
that have helped to make ours
the finest TOC in this ear. CPT
Jerry Rutherford, the Oper-
ations Officer, is the constant
monitor of the Operations Cen-
ter.

And the calm, cool, S-3 Major
Jim Dozier. He must compile all
the information, all the alterna-
tive methods, and huddle with
the commander to make the
plans we follow. His perform-
ance here has earned him an as-
signment in the Operations Cen-
ter at the Pentagon.

We also want to thank LTC
McEnery, former 3rd Sguadron
CO. He earned the respect and
admiration of every man who
werked with him..

And we want to say a special
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chopper is. He also knows that
no matter how crowded, a hospi-
tal can be a lonely place. He
knows because he’s been there.
We have never known this man
to miss a day of the hospitals
rounds. He has a special ap-
proach to his religion that
makes you want to be a part of
it. He doesn’t talk TO you, he
talks WITH you. The Blackhorse
Regiment will miss his prayers,
but will always, we’re sure, be
in them.

To all these men and to all the
other Blackhorse Troopers who
are due to rotate, our best wish-
es go with you. When we came
to the Regiment you were wait-
ing for us. You taught us to stay
alive. We fought along side of
you and we learned to love the
Blackhorse as you do. It is for
this we thank you.

The Blackhorse is privileged
for your service. You found the
bastards — and you piled on.

ALLONS!

1SG Makes

CAMP BLACKHORSE
(11ACR) — “Hey, D-three-three,
you have the oldest tank. Why
don’t you take the lead? That
way there will be no loss if you
hit a mine.”

When that not too serious chal-
lenge came over the horn
recently the erewmen on D-33,
of the 11th Armored Cavalry’s I
Company, accepted it in good
humor. Had they known whal
lay ahead they probably would
have had second thoughts,

“But we took the lead willing-
ly,” said loader SP4 John H. Kli-
nepeter of Duncannon, Pa.,
“and started down the road
from Gia Ray towards Black-
horse.”

They hadn’'t gone far, how-
ever, when the challenge proved
all too true. D-33 struck what
was later evaluated as an 80-
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pound mine, blowing off one of
the right road wheels.

Tank commander Sgt. Larry
E. Hall, Somerset, Ky. was
tossed up on the hatch. The driv-
er was completely thrown from
the vehicle. ;

But driver SP4 Roger Gentry,
Beattyville, 1 Ky., was more
shook than anyone else. Luckily
the commo on the six month old
vehicle was momentarily bad.
Thus he had been standing the
hatch in order to hear instruc-
tions from the TC, and had es-
caped the wopst of the blast.

“The first{thing we did was
try to shut hdr down,” said Hall.
“But everything was jammed
tight — it wduldn’t steer, so we

couldn’t get it out of gear and it
wouldn’t shut off.”

“The second thing that we did
was evacuate.”

One crew member refused to
leave the stricken tank, how-
ever. Mounting the gun shield,
nose into the wind, third pla-
toon’s mascot, a canine named
The Dog, continued to ride the
tank along its erratic, circular
path.

‘‘“The vehicle was going
around in a big circle, busting
jungle on both sides of the
road,” commented gunner SP4
Edward Slay, Savannah, Ga.,
“when 1SGT Strickland (Joe
Strickland of Killeen, Texas)
came up along side the stricken
tank riding an ACAV, and jump-

Rodeo-Style !Jurhp

ed onto the tank.”

After his rodeo-style leap 1SG
Strickland attempted to stop the
runaway machine but he didn’t
succeed, Finally giving it up, he
tossed the dog from his perch
and jumped off. . . .

On its third time around the
ever-widening circle, the tank
stalled and finally came to rest
in a small stream.

“It’s a good thing she stalled,”
said Hall. “One more trip
around and it would have gone
through a small village that yas
in its path.”

After it was all over the crew
admitted it had been a pretty
rough day.

“But we got a new vehicle out
of it,” chuckled Klinepeter.

‘God Is Where You

By Ch. (ETC) R. H. Hawn

By the lixlzga the second issue
of the Blackijorse newspaper is
in your hand{ I shall have come
to my DEROB and will be gone
from your nlidst. Serving you,
the men of the 11th Armored
Cavalry Regiment, has been the
most enjuya1Ll]e fulfilling min-
istry that I have ever had. I
shall never farget my tour and I
promise to ke¢ep you and all fu-
ture Blackhotse troopers in my
prayers.

In a war an often ask where
they can find/God. I can answer
them by sajing that I have
found God i the men of this
Regiment, for you see, God is
not out there somewhere. He re-
veals himself|! where we are, in
all activities #f our lives. He is
there in our loves and hates, our
hopes and fears, in good times
and bad, in gur ACAVs, tanks,
and bunkers. God reveals him-
self through the commonplace

Find Him’s Says Cav Chaplain

and ordinary things of life,
through other people and cir-
cumstances.

The problem with us is that
we're not alert and thereby ig-
nore his presence. He is in life
and He does not expect us to cut
ourselves off from the world or
to become something we are
not. He wants us to be whole
persons, enjoying life and his
creation to the fullest, while
helping that creation by our
thoughts, words and actions.

God is indeed in the midst of
events in history. The old Testa-
ment tells of Israel going to war
against a stronger, better-
equipped enemy. They were
urged to go into battle without
fear and without an assurance
that victory would be theirs, but
in confidence that they were go-
ing into baitle with the Lord
their God. That interpretation of
war and life was the way they
found meaning in all that hap-
pened to them. God protected

them for he was at work right
where they were.

Centuries later the Israelites
were defeated by Babylonians
and taken as captives. Even in
this tragic, devastating, defeat
they could see God revealing
Himself. They discovered God at
work, not in victory now, but in
defeat. He was right in the
midst of their situation.

WHERE CAN YOU FIND
GOD? I pray each of you will be
alert and recognize him for he is
right there where you are. Look
around that ACAV, that tank,
that bunker, but more im-
portantly look at the men with
whom you share the war for it is
through our encounters with oth-
er persons that our relationship
with God is most real and dy-

namic.

May God bless and be with
each of you wherever you may
go.

Your Blackhorse Chaplain

Chaplain Hawn
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PROMOTED—ILT William S. Gould became CPT Wil-

liam S. Gould during a simple ceremony at Binh My vil-
lage. Doing the insignia honors is the Binh My village

chief.

Cav Officer is
Number 1 Dau-uy

To the villagers of Binh My,
Captain William S. Gould of
White Plains, N. Y. is known as
the “Number One Dai-uy (Die-
We)”. “Dai-uy” is a Vietnamese
word meaning ‘‘captain” and
“Number One” is their way of
saying ‘‘the best.”

The village chief and his
people are grateful to Cpt. Gould
for the aid given to their village.
With the husky young officer’s
guidance the villagers have just
completed a town marketplace,
making their village the area’s
showplace. To celebrate the
project’s completion Cpt. Gould
and his new-found friends cele-
brated together just as they had
worked together, at a village
party paid for by Cpt. Gould.

Soon after the 11th Armored
Cavalry Regiment came into the
area last September, it became
apparent that the village of
Binh My, Vietnam located
about forty miles northeast of
Saigon, needed help.

“At one time Binh My was a
100 Viet Cong stronghold,” ex-
plained Cpt. Gould. Nearly
eighty per cent of the villagers’
rice wound up in VC or NVA
stomachs. “Now by working
closely with the villagers to give

HELP

Yes, the BLACKHORSE,
your newspaper, needs help.
We arent covering all of the
Blackhorse Regiment’s
news, not that we aren’t
trying.

If something interesting
happens in your unit how
about letting the Blackhorse
staff know about it? Simply
send a note through distri-
bution to:

Editor,
The BLIAQIEEF=Z= 10

ol aWard,

them a better life we are chang-
ing that,” said Cpt. Gould.

Following the cavalrymen’s
good neighbor policy the village
slowly began to take on a new
look. In addition to the market-
place the villagers, with the aid
of the Blackhorse Troopers built
a school and offices for the vil-
lage’s officials, the first freely-
elected government in the vil-
lage in eight years.

“The school in Binh My pro-
vided me with the most satisfac-
tion,” said Cpt. Gould. “Because
of the education being provided
the children are going to face
the future making decisions
based on knowledge, not super-
stitions or half-truths.”

Binh My is no longer a Viet
Cong stronghold. The villagers
no longer anticipate the black-
uniformed Viet Cong, but in-
stead look forward to the friend-
ly face of Dai-uy Gould.

Red Devils
Get Awards

The unit catching top honors
this month was the 919th Engi-
neers. Awards captured June
2nd included three Silver Stars
fmd three Bronze Stars for Va-
or.

Most of the awards were
earned during fighting at Quan
Loi two months ago. At that
time hard core NVA sappers
broke through the perimeter af-
ter knocking out the defensive
bunkers with RPGs and satchel
charges.

The 919th’s Red Devils plugged
the break in the wire losing one
man during the process.

Cavalrymen awarded were:

CPT Bernard J. Reilly, Rut-
land, Vt., awarded the Silver
Star; SSG Henry Gatewood,
Lake Charles, La., awarded the
Silver Star; SGT Garland Bell,
Newman, Cal., awarded the Sil-
ver Star; SP4 Juan Guardiola,
Laredo, Tex., awarded the
bBronze Star forDVaIOr; SGT B:lb~

y Jennings, De thm""i;';' u,

: - £} Dn.
}Or Valor, e‘é the Bronge

!

Cav's
Top EM

The BLACKHORSE welcomes
this month the 11th Armored
Cavalry Regiment’s new Com-
mand Sergeant Major, CSM
Donald E. Hore-of Copperas
Cove, Texas. |

An old hand af the top Black-
horse EM slot, CSM Horn pre-

viously served as Regimental
Sergeant Major from June, 1967,
to June, 1968. During that time
he served under four Regimen-
tal Commanders. — Col. Roy
Farley, Col. Jack MacFarlane,

CPT Bernard J. Reilly, of Rutland, Vt., smiles as Regimen-
tal Commander James H. Leach pins on him the Silver
Star. The 919th Engineer Company had a good day for
awards June 2nd with three men getting Silver Stars and
three men receiving the Bronze Star for Valor.

Col. Leonard Holder, and Col.
Charles Gorder.
Army career soldier with

24 years service, CSM Horn vol-
unteered for the Blackhorse
Regiment. y

“To the cavalry:soldier this is
the finest assignment in the
world,” he expiained. “Once
you're a Blackhorse Trooper it
gets in your blood and you're al-
ways one no matter where you
oy el ;

CSM Hortr' hﬁ? Een awarded
the Silver Stay; Two Bronze
Stars for Valor, 4 Bronze Star
for Service, eight Air Medals,
the Meritorious Service Medal, a
Purple Heart, and the Combat
Infantryman’s Badge.

Maj. Buehley

NOW IT’S MAJOR TRAGAKIS—Major Christopher J.
Tragakis, Regimental Signal Officer, beams after receiving
his gold leaves.

Huntin' Just Ain't The Same,
Says AF-Cav Liaison Officer

“Hunting back i the hills of the Ozarks isn’t
even this wild,” vawled Air Force Maj. Jay
Buechley of Jackonville, Ark. ‘“Working in
among all the chopers and bullets sure makes
for an interesting de.”

Maj. Buechley ats as the “eyes” of the 19th
Tactical Air Suppor Squadron in support of 1ith
Cav operations. | a Forward Air Controller
(FAC), he has beenlirecting air strikes for eight
months.

“We don’t get oticed much, but we take a
lot of pride in ounwork,” says the major. His
work is really fotied more than he realized. In
addition to maring targets for pre-assault
strikes, b~ Offen trambles jet fighters to lend
cjgis,'s, ;:"‘ tsuppor to Blackhorse elements in

Wag 5 ik o 04 B
Maj. naimed- O-1 “Bird Dog” plane,
150ngt"g';mfy dirdcts air strikes to as little as

ground. rom, the armored Troopers on the

Maj. John C. Bahnsen, First Squadron com-
mander and former commander of the Air Cavalry
Troop, has noticed Buechley many times. ‘“When
things get tight on the ground, the air above is
usually pretty crowded with circling choppers,’’
he said. “But every time, here he comes straight
down the middle, diving for hell with that smoke
marker. He’s a welcome sight to those guys on
the ground because they know what’s coming
next.”

Col. James H. Leach, Blackhorse commander,
agrees with that assessment. *“We've always
been glad to have the Air Force folks around,”
he said. “They’re always close at hand and they
don’t miss.”

But Buechley himself is the most avid fan of
the 19th TASS. “I just love to watch them roll
in on a target,” he said. Asked if he gets nervous
flying an unarmed aircraft, he mused, “Well, it
does got a little hairy sometimes. I suppose you
could say it makes the day more interesting.”

»



Sheridans Are Proving

The shape of the Sheridan is known
Photos
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Just a little push and trees go crashing down R e e b R




[hemselves In Vietnam

The M551 Light Reconnaissance Vehicle, com-
monly called the Sheridan, has been the topic of
much controversy during its first four months of
combat service in Vietnam, but the officers and
men of the First Squadron are loud in their praise
of the fighting machine.

Troop, which has used the vehicle since it
was first committed to combat in February, has
been getting what Platoon Sergeant Charles Dia-
mond of Columbus, Ga. calls “good results.”

“The biggest asset of this tracked vehicle,”
Diamond says, “is its weapons system. We can
lay down a very effective base of fire with our
152mm  main | with its coaxially-mbunted
7.62mm machine; and a .50 caliber machine-
gun on an electy y-operated cupola.”

Sergeant Charlés McGee of Van Nuys, Calif.,
who commands a Sheridan, explains that “a lot
of people have labeled the Sheridan a tank, but
it’s not. It is a light assault and reconnaissance
vehicle, and when employed as such it does quite

a job,

“Though tankers with the 11th Cav were very
happy to see the arrival of the Sheridan in Viet-
nam, others were skeptical. There was a big feud
between us and the ACAV people. But we’ve
pretty well proven our point over here,” says
McGee,

“With a range of about 350 miles, a top speed
of 40 and our tremendous firepower, we make
quite a formidable weapons system,” he adds.

Sergeant Lawrence Hollyfield of Cleveland,

o

o p'schologica"y
vy SP4

aul

affect Charley

o viﬁesome job

3
A}

The gun barrel makes a comfortable fofresf duing the midda

story by SP4 Philip S. Stern

Ohio, who commands another of A Troop’s new
Sheridans, admits that the vehicles had a few
faults when they first arrived in Vietnam, but
says his crew corrected these when they ap-
peared.

Echoing Sgt. McGee, Hollyfield states that
“The M551 is a light recon vehicle, not a tank.
It weighs only 16 tons and is not the right vehicle
for heavy jungle busting. When used for what
the Sheridan is designed for, you can’t beat it.
I was originally trained on an M48 medium tank,
but I'd take a Sheridan over it any day.”

So would gunner Dave Shapiro of New York
City, who says he feels more secure on a Sheridan
than an ACAV or M48. ‘T’ve been in firefights
aboard all three. I know that AK-47 fire can’t
penetrate our armor and so far RPG fire, which
does the main damage to ACAVs, has been pretty
good to the Sheridans.” N

McGee lays the main reason for the Sheridan’s
resistance to RPGs to the all-steel construction
of the steel turret. ‘‘The turret is only an inch
and a quarter thick, but with the slope it is
equivalent to about 16 inches of solid armor.”

McGee continued, ‘‘One of the problems we
had at first was that the tank commander, who
mans the .50 caliber, was pretty much unprotect-
ed while firing from the cupola. We've taken
care of that by adding armor shields taken from
ACAVs. News vehicles coming from the States
zre gg’uipped with similar protective plating,”

e adds,

i

y meal.
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‘Mad Minute'
Saves Troopers

MANUALS: You Track Com-

Today’s cavalryman rides a
hard-sided, diesel-gulping, steel-
shod mount which can take him
just about anywhere in the
world. But this fire breathing
monster needs to be cared for,
and there just ain’t time to do it
always. So we recommend a
“mad minute”” of maintenance
every day in order to keep the
Cav rolling.

EIR’s; You maintenance
people have been complaining
about rebuilt engines and trans-
missions, and now you can do
something about them. On your
next bad item write up an EIR.
It doesn’t have to be typed, just
write it out neatly. If you don’t
‘have time to fill out a DA Form
2407 during your “mad minute”
send the data to Maintenance
Officer, S-4, 11th ACR and I'll
fill out the form for you. Don’t
forget to sign your name and
unit so you'll get credit for the
report.

MAINTENANCE REPORTS:
You platoon leaders have one
heck of a lot of things to worry
about — Charlie, Mission,
Charlie, Men, Charlie, supplies,
Charlie, maintenance, Cha . . .
hold it right there! Back up to
maintenance.

How do you report your

i 1ce  probl ?  Per-
haps your answer is “Well, I tell
Sgt. so-and-so.”

Did you ever stop to think that
Sgt. so-and-so is told a million
things a day, and that he just
might forget your problems?
Write up your maintenance trou-
bles. The Army has even pre-
pared a special form, the DA
Form 2404, especially for you. In
fact, why not have your TCs fill
out one for you, because even
you might forget. Don’t worry
about the format, TM Numbers,
ete., but be sure the date, bump-
er number, and type of vehicle
are logged.

manders are the people in
charge of maintenance for those
vehicles, so it behooves you to
bone up on the inner workings,
the guts, of them beasts. READ
THE MANUALS! There is an
old Army saying, “When all else
fails, read the instructions”.
You don’t want to waste your
time with equipment failures
while Charlie is doing a smoke-
bringing fire dance around your
track, Read the manuals a
“mad minute” a day to keep
maintenance problems away.

AIR FILTERS: You crew
members like  to breath, so
make sure that your engines can
too. Spend your mad minute
cleaning the air filter. Nothing
tears up an engine quicker than
an RPG through the block, but
dirt in the air system can do just
as much damage. It only takes
the dirt a little longer. Remem-
ber, if your vehicle chokes to
death on dirty air in the middle
of Charlie’s basecamp, you'll
probably take the next RPG —
or the next 5 or 19 RPGs.

WATER: It’s great to wash
with, but it can produce shock-
ing results when mixed with
electricity. If your commo gear
develops a sudden case of lar-
yngitis during the rainy season,
dry out all your connections. If
your vehicle gets electrical par-
alysis, it’s probably because De-
cember’s dust has mixed with
Wednesday’s rain and has short-
ed out your system. Why not
have a mad minute for elec-
trical preventive maintenance.
Remember to clean your sys-
tem, dry it, and cover it when
finished.

It has taken you about two
minutes and 43 seconds to read
this far, so why not spend the
next seven minutes and 17 sec-
onds of your 10 minute break
trying out one of these “mad
minute” hints.

Merchant
Mentions
Mixup

SAIGON — The Vietnam Re-
gional Exchange (VRE) con-
tinues to receive complaints
about merchandise ordered by
servicemen in Vietnam from the
Pacific Mail}Order System, 107
Chatham Road, 3rd Floor,
Kowloon, Hong Kong, BCC.

The mail erder firm has no
affiliation with the Pacific Ex-
change System (PACEX), which
operates in _Vietnam through
VRE and is not authorized by
the Army & Air Force Exchange
Service or by the Department

-of Defense.

Make Mine
Quan Loi

Thinking of a pleasant, quiet
vacation away from it all. If you
are, plan your next vacation
holiday in scenic Quan Loi.

Nested high atop a gentle hill
overlooking picturesque rubber
plantations this old, former
French resort area offers our
man in green a variety of plea-
sures. Dine in one of the many
mess tents nestled under the gi-
ant rubber trees, or if nightlife
is your fanecy, try an evening in
one of the many bunkers which
dot the edges of old Quan Loi.

For the hearty outdoorsman
Quan Loi is ideally tailored. Get
that rustic feeling as you watch
the red dust+settle upon your
fresh uniform.

The sportsiinded will want to
be at Quan Toi at noontime or
around midnight. According to
tradition native Quan Loians
spend those hours having spirit-
ed low-crawl races to nearby
bunkers spurred on by the
cheery whistle) of 107mm rock-
ets. {

If aviation: is your bag you
may want the thrill of riding in
one of the many Caribous or
C-130s that fly from Quan Loi In-

i 1 Air Terminal.
Frequently thd natives are wait-
ing to give the'passengers an ex-
tra pageant of color as they lay
fireworks breathtakingly close
to your aircraft.

Big game hunting at Quan Loi
is something fnot to be missed.
It’s a simple matter to join a big
game safari, tknown to native

Quan Loians @8 an ““AP”’, Thrills
of a life timeiawait the adven-

turous hunter) One word of cau-
tion however, experienced big
game hunters never trust native
Quan Loians as their gun bear-
ers.

For fun in the sun this vaca-
tion tell your travel agent to
““make mine Quan Loi.”

Trooper§ Can Get
Free Scrapbooks

Free copies of a scrap-
book containing newsclip-
pings of the 11th Armored
Cavalry Regiment is avail-
able to | all Blackhorse
Troopers upon their Deros.

To get! your free copy
write to [the U.S. Army
Command Information
Unit, Washington, D.C.
20315, 14X

Be suré to include your
full name,' rank, service
number, former unit, (11th
ACR), Stateside address
with Zip Code, and inclusive
dates of your tour in Viet-
nam.

PHOTO TIPS

by SP4 James Klahn

The most interesting aspect of photography is, for most people,
the application of their skills as an artist, the creating of a picture
that is tastefully composed as well as informative.

Unfortunately, any efforts at artistry are doomed if the pho-
tographer does not have an understanding of the technical aspects
of his camera.

There have been a number of questions from people in the
field dealing with some of the technicalities of photography. We'll
pass them on in hopes they will be of some help to you.

# # & * 3 *

What does F-stop mean and what dees it indicate?

The actual meaning of the term “F-stop” is shrouded in
mystery—probably thought up for the express purpose of con-
fusing the amateur photographer:; It is merely a system of num-
bers indicating the relative amount of light that is admitted into
the lense. The lower the number, the more light is admitted.
Check the diaphragm inside your lens. Notice that when the lens
is set on F-22 (or the highest number) the opening is very small.
Then turn the lens down to the lowest F-stop number and note
how the diaphragm slowly opens to its fullest.

Can you explain shutter speed?

To understand what shutter speed is, put a 1 over the numbers
on the shutter speed dial, The fraction you have is the shutter
speed in parts of a second. 125 thus becomes 1/125 of a second, 4
becomes 1/4 of a second, and so on. For most work the camera
should be set at 125 or 250. However, in poor light conditions you
may have to stop down to 30 or lower. For anything below 1/30
of a second a support should be used. Higher speeds, 500 or 1000,
can be used for stopping action.

There are F-stop numbers on either side of the distance in-
dicator on my focusing ring. What purpose do they serve?

They indicate the depth of field, or the distance your lens is
in focus, for any given F-stop. For example, if you camera is set
at F-11 and your focusing (distance) ring is set at 15 feet, the
small F-stops on either side of your distance indicator show .the
distances at which your lens will be in focus. If, on one side,
the F-11 mark touches on 9 feet while on the other side (of the
distance indicator line or mark) the F-11 mark touches on 40
feet, anything between 9 and 40 feet will be in focus. Notice that
with higher F-stops a greater depth of field is possible.

At first the complexities of using a camera can seem very
confusing. But through use, and with some degree of experimenta-
tion, the problems fall into place and, before long, adjustments for
a technically good picture become second nature.

Red Cross Helps
Blackhorse Men

Blackhorse Troopers have
their own credit union at base-
camp, according to Donald Du-
cette and David Peake, civilian
administrators of the Black-
horse Red Cross Field Office.

“A lot of times emergencies

worry about you. I even worry
about myself after listening to
AFVN and I'm not even doing
any fighting.”

Tanker Luggage

arise at home,” Ducette explain-
ed. “When this happens the
Army, after verification of the
emergency from the Red Cross,
speeds the soldier to his home
town. If a soldier doesn’t have
enough cash to tide him over
during his leave he can come in,
see us, and get a quick interest-
free loan. When the serviceman
returns he can pay us back ei-
ther all at once or in payments.”

“Qur only purpose for being
here at Blackhorse is to help the
11th Cav Troopers,” added
Peake. “We do this by speedy
arrangement of emergency
leaves, emergency loans, and
other morale building services.”

One of the local Red Cross
workers’” worst headaches is
needlessly checking on Blaek-
horse Troopers. Families, after
not hearing from their son for
several weeks, begin to get wor-
died. Thus, the family may go to
their local Red Cross chapter
and - inquire about their son.
Hours later the Red Cross’s man
in Long Giao must find out why
their son hasn’t written.

“So much of our workload
would be lightened if the Regi-
ment’s soldiers would remember
to write to their parents every
week without fail, even if its just
a few lines, Pick a day of the
week such as Tuesday and make
it a part of your ritual to write
to your parents that day. Your
parents watch the television
news about Vietnam and they

Makes Ideal Gift

By James Klahn

Tankers of the 11th Armored
Cavalry Regiment have dis-
covered the perfect gift for the
man who has everything —
matching, heavy-duty, water-
proof luggage.

The luggage set consists of
three pieces — attache case of
toilet kit, overnighter and two-
suiter — and comes in a beau-
tiful olive green with yellow ap-
pointments.

Tempered steel and spot-weld
construction makes the set in-
credibly strong and durable —
ideal for the man who travels to
those out-of-the-way places. The
simplicity of design and rugged-
ness of the hinges and carrying
handles also adds to the life of
this attractive set.

Where were the cavalrymen
able to find this attractive, yet
economically priced set? Nearly
anywhere, for the set is made up
of cast-off ammo boxes.

The attache case cum toilet
kit comes from a 7.62 ammo
box, the overnighter from a .50
caliber ammo can, and the two-
suiter from a 1500-round 7.62
minigun ammo container,

The M48 tank crew members
spend a lot of time in the field
and must carry their personal
equipment strapped to the cu-
pola, Therefore, they meed con-
tainers that will keep their
things dry and in good shape.

Their field expedient “lug-
gage” fills the bill.
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selves.

A PAINTED SMILE—SP5 Hurst Rinehart, a medic with
the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, whispers a secret
about his appearance. Rinehart uses every opportunity to
entertain orphans. He explains, “My ambition as a clown is
to ma}fe poople forget their problems and enjoy them-

Cavalryman Clowns His Way
Into Viet Children’s Hearts

Silently the children: watched
the small stage. {

There a tall Americén soldier
sat down and placed a small
blue bag at his feet. Siiling, he
beckoned to one of the young-
sters to come and sit beside
him. A small boy jﬁmped up
from the bench and went to the
soldier.

The 150 Vietnames¢ orphans
watched curiously as the cav-
alryman turned into none other
than their old friend Palfey the
Clown.

Palfey came off the stage and
shook hands with the children.
Everyone wanted talk with
the soldier or at least to have
the sad-eyed ‘‘thespian” sit at
their bench. A few of the chil-
dren were shy, but as Palfey
came near their faces broke out
in bright smiles.

Palfey is SP4 Hurst Rinehart,
a member of the 37th Medical
Company. A veteran clown with
10 years of experience in cir-
cuses and carnivals, he consid-
ers himself a ‘‘total healer.”

“I'm really very lucky be-
cause I get to heal both people's
bodies and their minds,” he
said. “A clown has the power to

make a person forget his prob-
lems and smile. I try to create
the magic of happiness.”

“As long as I can remember,
I’ve wanted to be a clown,” said
Rinehart, who is also an accom-
plished guitarist and amateur
camera bug. “There’s really no
reason to describe why I actual-
ly wanted to be one. It's just the
good feeling you get when you
see someone smile and know
that you are the reason they're
smiling.”

Rinehart’s greatest problem
when he entertains Vietnamese
children is his costume. “I was
hunting for a costume before my

first show in Vietnam. I finally
solved this problem by purchas-
ing a blue and white Oriental
robe and using it in my act.”

Oddly enough the commu-
nication barrier doesn’t subtract
from his clowning.

*“I was a bit hesitant my first
time before those children be-
cause I do not speak Vietnamese
and very few of the children un-
derstand English. But they
seemed to enjoy this even more
so. Vietnamese children are ea-
ger to laugh. I just give them a
helping hand,” Rinehart said.

“The idea of a clown seems to
be new to them. They don’t have
trouble accepting the idea, how-
ever. We all have a good time.”

CIDG Work with Cav

A Special Forces recruited
and trained Civilian Irregular
Defense Group joined with K
Troop and elements of M Com-
pany recently to search for the
enemy between An Loc and the
Cambodian border.

The combined armor and in-
fantry group broke through
heavy jungle to prevent NVA
forces from mounting an offen-
sive against the provincial capi-
tol of An Loc.

The CIDG are locally recruit-
ed from the An Loc-Loc Ninh

area and are a rough con-
glomerate of the tribal extrac-
tions found in that area.

The CIDG force has willingly
accepted working with armor.

“They like the firepower of
the 11th Cav,” commented their
Special Forces advisor, “as well
as the riding.”

An ACAV gunner was also im-
pressed by the CIDG.

“They react well under pres-
sure,” he said. “And they’ll
stand and fight when the going
gets tough.”

3 Nations Work Together to Improve Health

By James Klahn

Medical people of three na-
tions are working together at
Xuan Loc’s provincial hospital
to improve the health of the
people of Long Khanh Province,

Korean and American medical
teams are assisting the Viet-
namese in the operation of the
largest provincial hospital in
Vietnam — and furthering the
cause of a free Asia in the pro-
cess.

The Korean team, working in
curative medicine, is made up of
two doctors, four nurses, an
X-ray technician, a lab tech-
nician and an administrator.
The American team is volun-
teers from the 11th Cav’s 37th
Medical Company, who com-
mute from Blackhorse base
camp.

Although the Cav’s medics’
participation in the program is
fraught with problems, they feel
they have made a valuable con-
tribution to the hospital effort.

“Naturally, we work for U. S.
troops first,” said Specialist
Four Kenneth B. Campanella of
Chelmsford, Mass., “‘and must
sandwich our voluntary hospital
work in-between our other
duties. But the changes in the
hospital have been impressive
and we have had a warm wel-
come.”

The medics work principally
in the emergency room and
ward 3, which consists of sur-
gery, pediatrics and orthoped-

* * *
(bottom, Left) SP5 Ken-
neth Campanella treats an
injured Vietnamese young-
ster. (right) SP4 Zebedee
Young prepares medication
while a Vietnamese boy
watches his every move.

Photos by SP5
Hurst Rinehart

ies, and work with co-workers
on a ‘‘teaching level”.

“We try to use a ‘soft sell’ ap-
proach as much as possible,”
said Specialist Five Bob Sauter
of San Raphael, Calif. “Qur co-
workers pick up the idea very
quickly and accept our ways
more readily if we don’t beat

them over the head with them
(the ideas).”

The 148-bed hospital offers
free medical services to villagers
and townspeople who are unable
to afford the services of a pri-
vate doctor. The teams from dif-
ferent countries assist the Viet-
namese because of the shortage

of trained medical professionals,
as well as the war-stimulated
need, in Vietnam. The present
Korean team replaced a group
'l;rom the Philippines last Octo-
er,

“Our role, in the larger
sense,” said Choi Hyoung Shik,
administrater with the Korean

team, *‘is to further pacification
in the outlying districts and to
create good-will among the free
eastern nations. To bring that
role to the people, to achieve an
end result, we serve at the
grass-roots level with those who
need help most — the sick and
injured.”
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PFC David M. Patrick checks his equipment before working on the helicopter.

Cav Pointmen Man Tracks

By SP4 Jim Klahn

An ACAV slowly twisted
through the jungle, pushing its
way around trees too big to
knock down. Behind it, other
ACAVs slowed along in the new-
ly-constructed trail.

Although the noise of the lead
vehicle could be heard for some
distance, it was effectively ael-
ing the part of scout in the ar-
mored column’s quest. for the
enemy.

“QOur lead track performs the
same function as the pointman
for the infantry units,” said
Staff Sergeant Mike Share, scout
section leader for the 2nd pla-
toon, G troop. ‘‘Surprisingly,
scouts become extremely adept
at picking out signs of enemy
activity or presence — even
from the height of an ACAV.”

The four crewmen on the
scout vehicle — track command-
er, driver, and gunners — kept
a lookout for signs of recent ene-
my presence. It is their job to
pick out trails, footprints, bunk-
ers and markers left by Charlie,
as well as to lead the platoon to
its eventual destination.

As scout leader, ‘“‘instant
NCO> Share’s track travels be-
hind the lead vehicle, but the
men on his vehicle — Track 20
— have spent a number of

months as ‘‘pointmen.”” The gun-
ner, Specialist Four Cyrie ‘‘Pan-
cho” Miranda of Santa Ynez,
Calif., has spent seven months
working in the lead vehicle.

“I don’t have to worry about
how the others on the track will
react in a tight situation,” Mi-
randa said. “We've been togeth-
¢r 50 long that we meve as one:”

Specialist Four Rudolph
“Rudy’’ Churchill is a “newby”
to the Regiment, as well as the
shortest of the four-man team.
He began driving vehicle 20,
four months ago after being in-
fused into the 11th Cav from an
armor unit on the DMZ.

“It is' a different type of war
down here,” he commented.
“Near the DMZ most of our ac-
tivities took place on open plains
or roads, whereas here we spend
most of, our time jungle-busting.
Armor people are more experi-
enced in the 11th for the simple
reason that they have had to
adapt to what is traditionally a
non-armor environment.”

Lately much of the lead
jungle-busting has been given to
the “‘Big Boys” — M-48 tanks —
of Second Squadron’s H Com-
pany, but the scout ACAVs job
remains nearly the same.

“It’s nice to have these tanks
up front to bust through the
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jungle,”’ said Share. “Much of
what we have been going
through lately would stop an
ACAV. But the tankers are so
busy busting through the trees
and dodging falling limbs that
they miss tell-tale enemy
signs.”

The second platoon, along with
the rest of G troop, has been on
jungle operations almost contin-
ually sinee lust Tovowber .

‘“You learn, after a while, that
you can %t up with anything the
jungle can thirow at you — that
you can live anywhere,” com-
mented Share. “You learn to
work with the jungle and, when
necessary, against it. Bust it
down whe:i it’s in the way, use
the heavy foliage for cover and
camouflage when setting up an
ambush.”

Miranda is a member of the
Shumash Indian Tribe in Cali-
fornia and comments, half-jok-
ing, ‘1 find myself looking for
enemy signs and ways of mak-
ing life little easier out here,
adapting to a situation that my
forefathers took for granted.”

Lately G troop has been in-
volved in operations in the Quan
Loi-Loc Ninh area, meeting with
their old and experienced
enemies on the Cambodian bor-
der. '

“We'veé run into their ambush-
es up here before,”” said Church-
ill. “The NVA up here are noth-
ing to play with. They just don’t
give up.”

“But,’ smiled Miranda, “they
had ‘befter make the first shot
good. Because they won't have a
second.”

Regimental CO,
Act Kill 6 VC

Quick action by Regimental
Commander COL James H.
Leach resulted in six VC dead

and two POWs near the Black-
‘ho se basecamp June 2nd.

Co.onel Leach was returning
to basecamp when he spotted
the enemy force.

A’ nearby Regimental Pink
Team, a ‘Cobra’ gunship and a
LOH, Light Observation Heli-
coptgr, roared in and shot up
the area keeping the enemy

down until the ARPs
reached the area. The helicopter
crews reported Kkilling four of
the VC. The ARPs killed two
more and captured two POWs.

Sets New Record

398th-Cav's
Chopper Docs

by SP4 Ralph James

The 11th Armored Cava-
Iry Regiment’s 398th Trans-
portation Detachment set
what they feel to be a new
record recently, thanks to
Charlie’s help.

The 398th, a ninety-plus
group of helicopter repair
experts, were performing
one of their many tasks —
E]e recovery of a downed

When that happens a
Huey “H” model helicopter
is flown to the scene. The
blades are stripped from the
chopper and stowed in the
H model. Then the LOH is
heli-lifted to basecamp
where as many parts as pos-
sible are salvaged

The 398ers had just be-
gan working on the downed
LOH when enemy fire broke
out. Spurned on by Char-
lie’s warm welcome, they
finished the job in six min-
utes, record time for the
unit.

Not all of the 398th’s

work is this exciting, al-
thouch 'kpprnng the Regi-

ment’s choppers running
can be an awesome task.
According to Sergeant First
Class James A. Jerrett, shop
foreman of the 398th, the
repairmen may work on as
many as 70 helicopters a
month. Split into seven
teams, the men specialize in
repairing certain parts of
choppers.

The bulk of the 398th’s
work is due to periodic heli-
copter inspections, After a
chopper has logged 24 hours
of flying time an intermedi-
ate inspection is required by
regulations, and following
100 hours of flying time the
helicopter must be com-
pletely taken apart and in-
spected. No part is left un-
touched because even the
smallest oversight can mean
disaster to a helicopter
crew

“One of the 398th’s big-
gest headaches is patching
bullet holes,” SFC Jerrett
said. “A  bullet passing
through an aircraft can
damage a lot of delicate
parts, all of which must be

renlaced.”

Cav Has Air Power

By SP4 James Klahn

Air support has had much to
do with the tacties and deploy-
ment of armer in the Vietnam
conflict. Indeed, the use of air
power has forced vast changes
in the practice of armor warfare
in the jungles of this war-torn
country.

Both air and armor, as
presently employed, were vir-
tually untried in an insurgent-
type war and Vietnam became
their testing and, literally, prov-
ing ground.

For the 11th Cav this has
meant a double victory, for the
regiment in Vietnam has in-
corporated air into the daily use
of armor for finding and sup-
pressing the enemy.

“The Regiment could not op-
erate as it does now without the
use of its aviation sections,”
said Major Edward R. Under-
wood, the Aviation Officer. “Air,
especially the Air Cav Troop,
acts as the eyes of the Regiment
on scouting missions, provides
us with intelligence, provides
medevacs, works as a limited
resupply vehicle, supplies liai-
son between units, as well as a
number of lesser jobs. We liter-
ally have our own little air
force.”

The air war capabilities of the
Cav lies, for the most part, with
the men of the Air Cavalry
Troop.

“‘As a light and mobile unit it
is our job to find and fix the ene-
my,” said Major James W. Bra-
din, Commander of the Air Cav.
““We should not get involved in
full-fledged fire fights, although
they are oftentimes unavoidable.
We do have the capability to
hold an enemy force until larger
ground elements arrive to ex-
ploit the situation.”

That ‘‘capability” is person-
ified in the Aero-Rifle Platoon
(ARPs), Huey-mounted com-
mandoes that can answer the

call to a troubled area in min-
utes, and the ‘pink teams,”
made up of a Light Observation
Helicopter (LOH) and a Cobra
gunship.,

“The LOHs make excellent
scouts,” commented Major Bra-
din, “and although the concept
is new, the actual scouting prac-
tice reverts back to the days of
horse cavalry. We still look for
footprints, broken twigs, and
trails.”

While the bubble-built LOH
acts as scout, the Cobra gunship
circles above to provide imme-
diate support in case the enemy
is sighted. If heavier elements
are needed, they are also called
in.

Just as the Regiment has its
tactical air section, so does it
have an administrative air sec-
tion, in the form of the Aviation
Platoon’s flying LOHs and Huey
“Slicks”. The platoon ' supplies
ships to Regiment and squad-
rons for command purposes,
liaison and limited troop lift and
resupply. And, when the situ-
ation demands, they fly tactical
support.

“‘It is the job of the platoon to
give an airborne command and
control capability to the com-
manders,” said Major Under-
wood. “We do the everyday fly-
ing of the Regiment as well as
provide a back-up capability for
elements that need it. Of course,
although it’s not SOP, we can fly
as tactical support as well as ad-
ministrative.”

Air support is not limited to
the Regiment. Major resupply
comes in the form of Army Chi-

nooks and large fixed-wing air- '

craft. Medevac ships have
hauled wounded Blackhorse
troopers to quickly-accessible
medical installations. Air Force
jets have swooped in and wea-
kened Charlie before tanks and
ACAVYs moved in to finish the
job.

o



